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THE SYRIAN CHURCH IN MALABAR

CONTENTS a Syrian merchant, Thomas of Cana; others hold that Christianity was
first preached in these parts in the fifth century by Nestorian Mis-

INTRODUCTION Pg(;? signaries from Per.siz;; while a third' cIa;s of yvritgrs account for the
ChapTer |. - St. Thomas, the Apostle of India ... 977 origin of these Christians by the arrival in their midst of St. Thomas,
" Il. - The Early Eastern Church 279 One of _the Apo_stles of Christ. .
" IIl. - The Indian Church from 498.o. to 1599a.0 282 This last view seems to be the more probqble one. Eusebius, the
" IV. - The Synod of Diamper 1599.0. ... 286 Father of Church History, speaks.of Christians in India inAl90 He _
Notes 299  says that, at thel_r request, the phll_osopher Pantaenus was sent to India
by Demetrius, Bishop of Alexandria. And Pantaenus bears witness to
INTRODUCTION the fact that he saw with these Christians a copy of the Gospel of St.

The Syrian Church in Malabar is an institution which, on agjatthew? We see, therefore, that we have to fall back on the view
count of its antiquity, its wonderful preservation of the Syriac Scrighat it was the Apostle St. Thomas who founded this Church in India.
tures and Liturgy, and the persecution its bishops suffered underthg view is also supported by the ancient tradition of the Syrian
Portuguese, has, at all times, attracted the interest of the histor@#vistians themselves. Moreover, the writings of the early Fathers
roused the curiosity of the traveller, and elicited the wonder and ag@d Doctors of the Church, such as Abdias 480 Dorotheus 254,
miration of the antiquarian. It is not astonishing, therefore, that s&¢: Ephrem 373, St. Jerome 420, and St. Gregory of Tours.5693
eral eminent writers, actuated with the best of motives, have turgd in harmony with the traditién Further, a statement in the Anglo-
their attention to the history of this interesting Church, and have p&axon Chronicle, and quotations from the accounts and letters of trav-
duced quite a mass of literature on the subject. But, either becaks and missionaries, such as Marco Polo (1288), John of Monte
they had no access to reliable authorities and trustworthy documegissvino (1305), Friar Odoric (1321), the Pope's legate Marignoli
or because they did not fully grasp the real significance of certqirs48), and St. Francis Xavier, and the works of historians, such as
events, or lastly because they had not sufficient opportunitiestigé learned Joseph Asseman, and the Jesuit Fathers, Peter Jarri and
making local investigations and of becoming acquainted with thgaffeus? give us historical information in a line with the tradition of
people and the Church they were writing about,-the fact is that eyg8 preaching and martyrdom of St. Thomas in India. And lastly,
the best of these historians have made many erroneous statemgpigraphy by means of the recently unearthed Takt-i-Bahai inscrip-
One such error seems to me to tower above all others, and is meftnear Peshawar, and Numismatics by means of numerous coins
commonly met with not merely in Magazif@sid Review$ but also  found in North-West India, have afforded strong evidence of the ex-
in serious and learned works intended to enlighten the student ofjiénce of an Indo-Parthian King Gondophares to whose court St.
history of this Church. This error is contained in the oft-repeatdfiomas is said in theAtts of Thomado have come.
statement that the Syrian Church in the fifth century fell into the The proofs alluded to above may be found in any book on the
Nestorian heresy, and remained Nestorian till the Synod of Diampgjostleship of St. Thomas in Indial shall not, therefore, follow the
in 1599, when it accepted Catholicism. beaten track, but shall make one or two observations on points gener-

This statement | have examined in the following pages, and fousli, overlooked by historians, %I mean, the ample local evidence
to be erroneous and contrary to the facts of history. With this enchifti the customs and manners of the people who pride themselves on
view, | have had to leave off as irrelevant to my purpose, much intg&ving been converted by the Apostle.
esting matter specially concerning the history of the first five centu- Of the seven churches in Malabar said to have been founded by
ries of this Church. For the same reason | have said nothing aboutfieeapostle, six are still standing, while the seventh, Chayal, is in
famous Christian copper plate tablets. | have divided the subject ififfhs. Of the two families, which, as tradition testifies, were raised to
four chapters. In the first, | have attempted to confirm the origin @¢clesiastical dignity by St. Thomas, the one, Sankoorikel (corrupted
this Church from St. Thomas, because this is to some degree the basis Sankarapurikel), still exists, while the other, Pakolomattam,
of my thesis. In the second chapter, | have pointed out the sourggsms to exist under the name of Palomattam. Besides, there are still
from which the error originated, and have added a short sketch of 4ffew families which claim, as the result of a special favour promised
history of the Eastern Church in so far as it helps to understand gjethe Apostle, to have had priests without intermission from the
state of the Indian Church in those remote centuries. The third ch@ie of the Apostle until the present day. Such priests call them-
ter | have devoted to a review of the Malabar Church from the origjglves the sixtieth, or the sixty-sixth from St. Thomas, according to
of Nestorianism to the Synod of Diamper, with a view to show thahe order of their succession from the Great Apostle. Lately, for in-
till the Synod, it had not succumbed to Nestorian or any other hereggnce, | came across a very old manuscript history in Malayalam
In the last chapter, | have endeavoured to show, from the very deciggse on the life and labours of St. Thomas in South India. Therein it
of the Synod, that this Church could not at that time have begis declared that it was the epitome of a very ancient and original

Nestorian. work written by Thomas Maliekal, a Syrian priest, who was the third
THE SYRIAN CHURCH IN MALABAR. in succession from St. Thomas, and that the abridgment was made by
CHAPTER |. another Thomas, the father of a priest of the same family who was the
St. Thomas, the Apostle of India. forty-eighth in descent from the Apostle.

It is generally admitted by historians that from very early times _ An important place-name connected with the labours of the Saint,
there existed a community of Christians on the remote shores of Solftifzhowghat. It figures inKerala Ulpathy or the ‘Origin of Kerala’
ern India. The question of their origin, however, seems to have oc®aPalayoor. The common tradition of Malabar associates the change
sioned a difference of opinion. Some authors assert that this comffudame with a miracle. It is commonly believed that, as a conse-
nity was planted here towards the latter half of the fourth century @yence of this miracle, several Nambudhiris embraced Christianity,
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and if we may rely on the tradition, which, as | shall show, is suijp-India as occurrences very far from invalidated by any argument yet
ported by outstanding facts, their temple was consecrated for Chadduced against the truth of the tradition. Rev. Whitelidsags that
tian worship. A number of Nambudhiris who refused to change th8ir Thomas was the Apostle of India, and requests writers not to sum-
religion, left the plac@. They cursed the land, calling it Chapakatinarily dismiss the tradition because one or two great names doubt its
(#ruésr@), the cursed forest. The place has ever since retairigath. Dr. Kerr, Bishop Heber, and Archdeacon Robinson attribute
the name, though it has been slightly modified into Chavakatt, ad@pstolic origin to the Syrian Church of Malabar. The simplicity and
anglicised into Chowghat. This tradition concerning the name atiquity of the tradition forces Colonel Yule, the translator of Marco
Chowghat and the conversion of the Nambudhiris, gains confirn2lo, to support the Indian Apostolate of St. Thomas. Dr. Neale, an
tion from the following facts. First, strict and orthodox Nambudhirigxpert in ‘ecclesiastical archaeology’ draws evidence from the lit-
still consider the place as cursed, and for that reason they do notuigg of the Syrian Church to prove its origin from St. Thomas. Rev.
evenpansupariwhen they come there. Second, an appreciad®Orsey?, after examining all Portuguese writings, is inclined to the
Nambudhiri element is a noticeable feature in the ethnic affinities\é¢w that the tradition which has always prevailed in Malabar de-
the Syrian Christians of those parts. This is corroborated by Mr. Naga@tes a real fact.
lyahto, who says: “There is no doubt as to the tradition that St. Tho- We shall conclude these remarks with an attempt to solve two
mas came to Malabar, and converted a few families of Nambudhigli§ficulties that seem to stand in the way of the Apostolic origin of
For, in consonance with this longstanding traditional belief in the minidte Syrian Church of Malabaviz., the meeting of the Apostle with
of the people of the Apostle's mission and labours among high-cd$eg Gondophares and the place-name Calamina referred to as the
Hindus, we have it before us to-day the fact that certain Syrian Chagene of the martyrdom of the Saint.
tian women, particularly of a Desom called Kunnamkulam, wear It is now generally admitted that the Indo-Parthian king,
clothes as Nambudhiri women do, move about screening themsefg@gdophares, who ruled over the extensive kingdoms of Afghani-
with huge umbrellas from the gaze of profane eyes as those wordkéf, Kandahar, Seistan, Northern and Southern Punjab, lived before
do and will not marry except perhaps in exceptional cases, and #fae.n. Professor Percy Gardriesays that some of the coins of
only recently, but from among dignified families of similar aristoGondophares “would seem to have been struck not later than the middle
cratic descent.” And lastly, a number of Christian churches thegé the first century,” and Mr. Vincent Smithadmits that “all indica-
exhibit the peculiar architecture of Hindu pagodas. This fact wiens of his date taken together show that he must have reigned in the
very puzzling to the Portuguese. We read in Rev. HBufgr in- first half of the first century.” There seems to be no reason to doubt
stance, that Father Vincent de Lagos “was displeased at the sigtthaf St. Thomas started in 3%., to preach the Gospel, as Eusebius
the Christian churches so closely resembling the heathen pagods&ys. to the Parthians, and thence to the Medes and Persians. He
And Rev. Whitehous@says that Father de Lagos “professed disguéisited the countries to the north-west of India, and though we must
at the peculiar architecture of their churches, comparing them to Hifuon our guard in pinning our belief to the events chronicled in the
temples, and commenced others in a style more to his European tasté&ts of Thoma$there seems to be no difficulty in the concordance
The tradition that St. Thomas largely concerned himself with tieé dates, and no historical improbability in the tradition that St. Tho-
conversion of Nambudhifisand high-caste people, finds further supmas went to the court of the powerful king in whose territories he had
port in some of the customs that are still observed by the Syrian Chpigached the Gospel. He then retraced his steps, and according to
tians in spite of the merciless holocaust of a great number of sGgttholic tradition, which is supported by St. Gregory of Tours 590
customs at the Synod of Diamper. Corresponding to the “Jatakarmaw@”, St. John of Damascus and others, he was present at the demise of
of the Nambudhiris, the father of every Syrian Christian child, thirtyhe Blessed Virgin Mary. He may then have started on his second
six hours after its birth, mixes a little honey, ghee and gold and putdfostolic tour. He seems to have taught the Gospel in Northern Af-
into the mouth of the infant; six months later, the father places ttiga, Ethiopia and Arabia Felix, and taken ship at Aden for Socotra.
child on his lap and feeds it with rice for the first time. This corré=rom Socotra, he may have proceeded in a coasting vessel to the west
sponds to the “Annaprasanam’ ceremony of the Nambudhiris. Agaiaast of India, and in 52p., reached Cranganore (Kodungallur), the
the barber is an indispensable person in all marriages. The “PulakMpuziris of older geographers, and a flourishing sea-port of those
ceremony is invariably celebrated on the tenth and eleventh day sd&ys. In this way, the apparent contradiction in the tradition which
death. This is in strict accordance with the customs of the Nambudhigys that the Apostle went to the court of King Gondophares, and that
for other sects of Hindus celebrate this ceremony on the fifteenth &l scene of his labours was in South India, may be easily explained.
sixteenth day. Meat of every kind is rigidly forbidden for this feast, As to the other difficulty of the place of the martyrdom of the
and the prohibition is very strictly obeyed, and some conservatixgostle, historians have been at great pains to identify Calamina with
families use neither meat nor fish till the year has fully run its couré name of some town in India. They have left no map unsearched to
and the “Andoosraddham” is performed. find out Calamina, and have made many ingenious conjectures. W.W.
Let us now pass from these observations on the resemblancd3unter locates Calamina, “probably in some country east of Persia,
the customs of the Nambudhiris and the Syrian Christians, and t@frin North India itself.” Alexander Cunningham ventures to identify
our attention to some of the authorities who have written on St. THowith Minnagara. A. Von Gutschmid places it somewhere on the
mas, in order to see how the question stands at present. Catt&siecoast of Gedrosia. Some others assert that it is the same as
writers generally admit the Indian Apostolate of St. Thotha®thers Kearmania. Even Dr. Medlycctian authority on St. Thomas, makes
hold two different opinions. Basnage was the first to deny the cof#t elaborate and very amusing attempt to derive Calamina from
ing of St. Thomas into Indi. La Croze, Tillemont and Trigault fol- “K&lah, the name of a place, and Elmina, which in Syriac denotes a
lowed him in this opinion. Among modern historians, Rev. Hougd#ort.” To the compilé? of the Cochin State Manual also, Calamina
stands preeminent, and basing himself on Basnage, has made dhaglbeen a stumbling block. He says it cannot be identified with any
most classical attempt to disprove the evidence for the tradition tByn in South India, and for this reason, he pronounces the verdict of
giving a different location to places said to be in India, and by haviffgpt proven” on the Apostolic origin of this Church.
recourse to conjectures to explain away difficulties standing in the The explanation of the difficulty seems to be the following. The
way of his theory. As secondary writers may be mentioned Milggcient, constant and unanimous tradition of the St. Thomas Chris-
Rae, Mateer, Logan, and many others who have largely drawn fréams has always pointed out the Little Mount in Mailapur as the place
the arguments of Hough without adding much original matter to Ifisthe Apostle's martyrdom. In the very old MSS. account written by
masterly exposition. Now, on the other side, foremost stands the v&damban Thomas Maliekal, one of the first disciples of St. Thomas, it
able opinion of Dr. Buchan&hwho entertained a decided opinionis said that the Saint died at “Shinna Mala# &rer w2%v) which in
that “we have as good authority that Apostle Thomas died in IndiaEasglish means the Little Mount. Moreover, a study of Little Mount
that Apostle Peter died at Rome.” So dispassionate a scholar as &wnd-its environs, even as it is at the present day, would convince an
fessor Wilsoff speaks of the preaching and martyrdom of St. Thomasbiassed student that the strong local tradition, and the noteworthy
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characteristics of the place, such as the spacious underground cafRoitne by the indefatigable zeal of Archbishop Menezes. Gouvea
the left of the Altar, the split rock, the fountain of water, the fore§1606), D'Souza (1710). Joseph Asseman (1728), Le Quien (1740),
close by, and various other topographical indications,%aall these cle&bulin (1745), Fra Bartolomeo and several Latin missionaries have
mark out Little Mount as the scene of the Apostle's martyrdom, whilersistently maintained the same. In short, all those who have writ-
the only object of note in Great Mount, improperly called St. Thomgen on this subject, are agreed in branding the Syrian Church with the
Mount, is the Pahlavi Cross and inscription, which is entombeddtigma of Nestorian heresy.
front of the High Altar. | would venture further and say that Little = We shall now briefly point out the origin of this error. We shall
Mount in an out-of-the- way place was gradually neglected, while tbeamine, for that purpose, whether all these writers are original au-
conspicuous Great Mount in a more public place, and close to therities, or have derived their information from earlier writers, and
famous Mount Road has been mistakenly pointed out as the Mounif b, from whom, and lastly, whether the information recorded by the
the Apostle's death, and hence erroneously styled St. Thomas Moeatly writers was correct and could be trusted.
Be this as it may, this much is certain that St. Thomas never suffered It is a canon of historical criticism that for the validity of the
martyrdom at St. Thomas Mount. The mistake made by Dr. Medlycattatements of a witness, his sincerity should be far and above suspi-
Mr. Mackenzie and others, is to assign a wrong place in Mailapurci@n. On this point De Smetisays:¥% “It is not sufficient merely to
the scene of the Saint's death, and it is no cause for surprise gty that the witness did not wish to utter a deliberate lie. If it could
being off the right path by rejecting the place pointed out by relialidle reasonably shown that he had a personal interest in warping the
tradition, they cannot reasonably explain Calamina, and are for¢edh, grave suspicions would be raised as to the veracity of all his
into vague conjectures and erroneous conclusions. statements. Frequently prejudice or passion secretly perverts the natu-
The next question that confronts us is, how does Little Mountial sincerity of a man who really respects himself and esteems the
Mailapur come to be known as Calamina? It is a well-ascertaimegpect of others. It is possible, and that with a certain good faith, to
fact of history that, at this early epoch, the trade between India ateteive both oneself and others.” Bearing this maxim in mind, let us
Rome was chiefly in the hands of Syrian and Egyptian merchants, &n to the first book that positively speaks of the Nestorianism of the
that the Roman emporiums in Cranganore and other places were Kapistians of St. Thomas in Malabar.
by commercial agents who were mostly Syrians and Jews. It is the The book that is responsible for the dissemination of this opin-
common tradition, and one that is also found recorded in the M&h throughout Europe, is thddrnatd of Gouvea. Antony Gouvea
account of Ramban Maliekal, that from almost the very first momeméis a Portuguese Augustinian friar at Goa. He possessed the full
of the Apostle's death, the Nazaranes in Malabar, whom St. Thornasfidence of Archbishop Menezes, under whose guiding hand he
had converted to the Faith, made pilgrimages to the tomb of temposed his history at the command of the Provincial of his Order
Apostle, keeping up the custom up to the present day. There is nothRortugal. The Archbishop was also an Austin friar. Gouvea, there-
ing improbable in this, that the Syrian merchants and Syrian traviglre, besides a regard for his own reputation and his obligation to
lers, who were numerous in South India at this time, should alsoajey the command of his Superior, was naturally actuated by a zeal
along with these Christians to the tomb of the Saint who had afeothe credit of his Order, to give an account of the Synod favourable
preached in their country. Not only did they go merely on pilgrinie the Portuguese. The Archbishop, for the same reason, took great
ages, but some of them, as is evident from later writers and visit@are that nothing should be introduced tending to convey an injurious
seem to have settled down permanently in the proximity of the hatypressior?® Gouvea had, therefore, a most difficult task. He had to
place. Considering the little mount that was then pointed out to thebey the command of his Superior; he had to follow the advice of the
as the place of the Apostle's martyrdom, it was only to be expecfadhbishop; and he had a personal interest in maintaining the dignity
that they should call, it in their own language, as the place appeaaed interests of his Order. It is no wonder, then, that he failed to write
to themGalmona easily modified in pronunciation 8almina and an impartial account. He has given us quite a one-sided view of the
Calaming a hillock or a Little Mount. Thus, through these enterprisubject. In fact, his work reads like an apology for the intrusion of
ing Syrians, the place of the Apostle's death came to be known througlexius Menezes to Malabar. In 1603 he wrote in Portuguese his
out the East and West as Calamina. And this is how we find itriarrative of the tour of the Archbishop Menezes in Malabar, and his
pseudo-Dorotheus of Tyr, pseudo-Hippolytus, the Roman Breviary aatount of the Synod of Diamper. Three years later, he published it at
Martyrology. Thus Little Mount, or the place of the Apostle's martyoimbra. It is this book that first created in the minds of the Europe-
dom, came to be known as Calamina. ans the impression that the Syrian Church was Nestroian, and that it
On an analogy with this conclusion is the fact that the Portwas the unremitting labours of the Portuguese Missionaries that
guese in later years called the Little Mount or Shinna Malai, Morbeought them into the pale of the Catholic Religion. Basing himself
Pequeno; and it is in this form that Little Mount is found in Portwen this original work, D'Souza wrote his ‘Oriente Conquistado’ in

guese writings. 1710% La Croze, Assemafy Le Quien, Raulin and all the succeed-
CHAPTER 1. ing writers based themselves on Gouvea. The errors of Gouvea, there-
The Early Eastern Church. fore, speedily spread all over Europe. Thenceforward the Syrian Church

We have seen in the first chapter that the balance of opinion isi®eonsidered as having been Nestorian for nearly a thousand years.
the side of the Apostolic origin of the Syrian Church of Malabar. We Not long after, Michael Geddes an Edinburgh graduate who had
shall now enquire whether this Church founded by the Apostle hasne to Balliol College, Oxford, was sent to Lisbon in 1678 as chap-
always followed his directions and kept the Faith taught by him, lain to the English factory there. During his ten years’ residence abroad,
whether, in the fifth and sixth centuries or later, it fell into the Nestorian

or any other heresy. We hope to establish that this Church followed THE
the doctrines of the Catholic Religion till the Synod of Diamper in SYRIAN CHURCH
1599, and that historians have made a mistake in saying that it fell ) ) ) 'N MALABAR
into Nestorian heresy and was brought back to the Catholic Faith only [A historical dissertation submitted for the Master of Arts
in 1599, through the efforts of Archbishop Alexius Menezes of Goa. Degree of the University of Madras
At the very outset of this enquiry it will greatly help us to have a BY
right understanding of the subject, if we explain how it has come Joseph C. Panjikaran, M.A.
about that in nearly all the works, whether written by Protestants or Reprinted with a few additions
Latin Catholics, it is unanimously asserted that this Church was, TR|CH|_NOPOLY )
Nestorian till 1599. Geddes (1694), La Croze (1724), Buchanan (1813}inted by Rev. Br. Joseph, s.j., Supt., St. Joseph's Industrial School
Hough (1839), Whitehouse, Milne Rae (1892), and others, affirm in Press
the clearest terms that after the first four centuries, this Church fell 1914

into Nestorian heresy and was brought back under the authority of Price 6 annas
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he made himself thoroughly acquainted with the Portuguese languaged not go to Antioch for consecratiénSoon after this concession,
He obtained a copy of Gouvea, and was so captivated with the infbe Primate of Persia was consecrated Metropolitan of Great India.
mation it contained, that, when in 1688 he was forbidden by the Bweth these facts are attested by the Council of Nice in 325. The former
quisition to continue his work as chaplain, and had to return home caistom is recorded by the 33rd Arabic Canon of the Council. “Let the
published in 1692 ‘The Acts and Decrees of the Synod of DiamperSeae of Seleucia which is one of the Eastern cities be honoured like-
literal English translation from the original Portugu&séwo years wise and have the title of Catholicon, and let the prelate thereof or-
later, basing himself on the erroneous statements contained indam Archbishops, as the other Patriarchs do, that so the Eastern Chris-
Jornatg he published in London in 1694 ‘The History of the Churctians who live under heathens may not be wronged by awaiting the
in Malabar.®® This book cannot be given any more weight than Ratriarch of Antioch's leisure, or by going to him, but may have a way
mere English re-arrangement of the work of Gouvea. This histoopened to them to supply their own necessities; neither will any in-
the first of its kind published in English, spread through all the Ejury be done to the Patriarch of Antioch thereby, seeing that he has
glish-speaking world the false notion that the Syrian Church had omomsented to its being thus, upon the Synod's having desired it of
fallen into the Nestorian heresy. With Gedéfess his chief author- him.”* The latter custom is to be inferred from the signature of one
ity, Hough wrote his “Christianity in India,” Whitehouse his “Lingering®f the prelates present at the Council. The prelate signs himself as
of Light in a Dark Land,” and Milne Rae his “Syrian Church in India."John the Persian [presiding over] the Churches in the whole of Persia
The last writer voices the general feeling of the want of a more trusitd Great India.” We have no proofs that Bishop John was the actual
worthy and impartial guide when he says, ‘It is much to be regretteigning prelate of Great India, and it is very improbable that a bishop
that there is no history of the Synod written by a representative of tioelld exercise direct and immediate jurisdiction over two such dis-
Syrian community ....... To foreign scholars, the Syrians likewise owant bishoprics as Persia and India. The signature of the bishop also
their knowledge of the history of their own Church.” The remark iserely implies the ultimate control he held over the Indian Church.
very true, but we must not leave out of count the common Malabile see, therefore, that, at the Council of Nice, Seleucia was with-
traditiorP*as to what was actually done at the Synod of Diamper. drawn from the jurisdiction of Antioch, and was erected into an inde-
Another source of this error is a confusion of terms. ‘Nestoriapendent Catholicon or Patriarchate. The Patriarch was given power to
is the name that is commonly applied to the Syro-Chaldaic languagmmnsecrate Bishops and Archbishops for the Eastern Christians. Per-
When Nestorianism spread in the Eastern countries, the languagsiaftherefore, came under his authority, and as it was the Primate or
the people which was then Syro-Chadaean underwent certain modiifietropolitan of Persia that consecrated bishops for the Indian Church,
cations of character and pronunciation, and came to be known byttlie Church was also brought indirectly under the control of Seleucia.
name of Nestoriaff. Nestorian and Chaldaean were therefore used as Let us now turn to the origin and progress of Nestorianism. In
convertible terms. Consequently, historians have indiscriminatdig8 A.p., Nestorius, a monk of the Monastery of Eprepius, was cho-
called all those who used this modified character of Estranghelasen by the Emperor Theodosius Il to be the Patriarch of Constantinople
oldest Syrian, Nestorians. But it can be easily proved that, at thesuccession to Sissinius. Consecrated in April of the same year, he
beginning and even at the heyday of the Nestorian heresy, there wwhmved great zeal against the few remaining advocates of the Arian
Syro-Chaldaeans in those parts, who vigorously opposed the spiezm@sy. But while combating one heresy, he fell into another. He had
of these pernicious doctrines, and defended their ancient Faith agailietved Anastasius, a newly ordained priest of Constantinople to
its incursions® The lives of Simon, Bishop of Beth-Arsam in Persigreach against the heretics. In one of his sermons, Anastasius said
(510-25)%** Bishop St. Isaac of Ninevéh,Bishop Sahaduri@dof that it was improper to give Mary the titl@Heotokos or Mother of
Garmiah, and the Monk John S&baf the monastery of Delaita, bearGod. “Let no one,” said he, “designate the Blessed Virgin as the Mother
witness to the above statement. These lived in the sixth century ah@od. Mary was merely human and God cannot be born of a human
did yeoman service to the Catholic religion. And yet it is constanttyeature.® Nestorius, instead of contradicting this declaration, ad-
asserted that the entire East had turned Nestorian and even the Catluated the view advanced by Anastasius.
lics were called Nestorians. This practice continued for some centu- According to the view of Nestorius the Incarnation was merely
ries. Hence, in 1445, these Catholics, improperly called Nestoriafiee indwelling of God the Word in the man Jesus, and consequently
sent a petition to Pope Engenius 1V, and the Pope ordered, under @ad had not been truly made man.” In its further development it
of excommunication, that, in future, they should not be calleacessarily led to the conclusion that there were two sonships, one
Nestorians, but Catholic Chaldaed&hsAgain, in 1553, Cardinal Divine and the other human, one of God and the other of the Virgin
Maffeus, in his declaration on the state of the Chaldaean Church misidey; and that there were two persons, entirely distinct and separate,
before the Cardinals assembled in Rome to witness the conferringpetiveen whom there existed only an external or moral and not a hy-
the pallium on Simon Sulaka, said, “The Chaldaeans seem to hagwestatic uniorf®
had but thenameof Nestorians, but not to have held any Nestorian Cyril, Patriarch of Alexandria, was the great opponent of
error.”™ In 1580 also we find that Mar Elia, Archbishop of Amed, itNestorius. To discuss these new doctrines, the Emperor Theodosius I
a letter to Cardinal Carafa at Rome, begged His Eminence to obtminvoked the Council of Ephesus in 431. There were 256 bishops
an order from the Holy See to abolish the improper practice of guesent. They examined the writings of Nestorius, discussed the term
dressing the Syro-Chaldaeans as Nestorians, and to call them Ofi€heotokos and finally the Council unanimously condemned the doc-
tal Chaldaeans or Assyrian CatholttsThus we see that it was verytrines of Nestorius.
common to call the Chaldaean Catholics ‘Nestorians’, and it is not The writings of Nestorius, however, found favour with some in-
strange, therefore, that historiéinsonsidered them all heretics. fluential persons, and two of them, Ibas and Thomas Barsumas, were
We shall now briefly examine the history of the Eastern Churabbliged to leave the school of Edessa for their advocacy of the Nestorian
specially in the fifth and sixth centuries, in order to see whether dametesy. To none of all its friends is the Nestorian Faith indebted so
how far the course of events that affected the history of this Churotych as to Barsumas, who was created bishop of Nisbis ifi 3%
produced corresponding results in the Indian Church which was uniigstorians, who had been turned out of their homes at Edessa, were
to it even from early times. protected by him. In 498, Babaeus, whom Barsumas had won over to
Towards the close of the second century, Ahad ABweiio had Nestorianism, ascended the throne of Seleucia. The following year
been elected Bishop of Seleucia, went to Antioch to be consecraterlheld a synod in which the Nestorian party was organised. The
But he was attacked by the Persians, at the instigation of their ki@gtholicon of Seleucia thus became Nestorian.
He managed to escape to Jerusalem, but his companion Kam-Jesudt must not be imagined, however, that all the bishops, priests
fell into their hands and was put to death. On hearing this disastrand people followed the Patriarch in this change of religion. There
news, the Patriarch of Antioch allowed the bishop to be consecratezte Catholics in all the countries under the authority of Seleucia.
in Jerusalem, and declared that in future, bishops chosen for thelseQuiert® says :¥4“Although the Nestorian heresy had spread itself
of Seleucia, might be consecrated in Seleucia itself, and that tirewll the regions of the Persian Empire, yet there were not wanting in
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those places, persons who preserved the Catholic Faith free from lsathe Nestorian, some of the bishops, priests and people refused to
Nestorian and Jacobtteheresies, and they were called by those twacknowledge him any longer as their religious head, and held fast to
sects Melkites.” Joseph Asserffagsserts that in 528 the greater pathe ancient Faith. One of the most important of these bishops was the
of the Christians of Persia were Catholics. Not only were there CatRoimate of Persia. It is very necessary to investigate this point, for
lics in those places, but we have also some indications of the exigt- have seen that the Indian Church was linked to the Persian and
ence, at least for a time, of a line of Catholic Metropolitans in Seleuaiss supplied with bishops by the Primate of Persia. We have, how-
under the authority of the Melkite Patriarch of Antioch. Le Q&iengver, an important document which supports our statement. It is a
for instance, quotes the testimony of Barhebraeus and other emitetitér which has been overlooked by several historians, and has not
writers to show that “the Nestorian Patriarch Abraham IIl had obeen given the importance it deserves by others who have noticed it.
tained from the Sultan an order that the Primate of the Melkites or Jesujabus Adjabenus, who was the Nestorian Patriarch of Seleucia
orthodox Chaldaeans should not be called Catholicos and shouldfrarh 650-660, in his lett&€rto Simon, the Primate of Persia and Met-
consecrate bishops for the provinces under him. The Catholicugagfolitan of Ravardshfi says :¥
the Melkites, on account of this noxious order of the Sultan, had to “Since the gift of God has been flowing through the narrow ways
consecrate bishops and archbishops for the provinces under himgfithe canons, and through lawful messengers allow it to flow. Be-
secret and during night. When in 94b., the Melkite Catholicus hold, the earth is full of bishops, priests and faithful, who, like the
was consecrating a bishop, the Nestorian Patriarch came to know sfdts of heaven, are increasing every day. But in your country, from
by means of his spies and had them both taken before the Sultan thkdime you have revolted from the canons of the Church, the succes-
imposed heavy fines on them.” It is through these Melkite Cathol&ibn of priesthood has been cut off from the people of Imdiafrom
that the Catholic Patriarchs of Antioch claimed Asia, India, etc., Bglia alone which extends from the shores of Persia as far as Colon
part of their Patriarchate, and not because they ever sent bishop$¢Qailon)¥a space of more than twelve hundred para$&fiyst
directly governed those provinc&s.In 1050, the Catholic Patriarchalso your own country of Persia lies in darkness deprived of the light
of Antioch wrote that his see was large and extensive and that he dfaDivine doctrine which shines forth through bishops of the Truth
under him two Catholici, to whom were subject Asia, India, and other Francis Da§t seems to have this letter in mind when he says that
countries® Finally, in 1053, we find the Patriarch, Peter of Antiochithe Nestorian Patriarch declared “that the Churches in Persia and In-
raising his voice of protest against the innovations and the schisndiaf were in a declining state owing to the neglect of the Primate of
Michael Caerularius, in defence of the Catholic Faith. He¥ay$ Persia stating thas he now refused to acknowledge the authority of
is to be feared that you [Caerularius], in trying to heal these diff&eleucia, the succession of priesthood had been cut off from India.
ences, may only make a schism, which is worse, and that, in tryindgRielying upon Apostolic succession direct from St. Thomas, the Pri-
lift them up, you may cause a great calamity. Consider what wouldte of Persia now considered the authority of the Patriarch of Seleucia
certainly happen if that great first and Apostolic See be divided framnecessary Whitehousé? noticing this letter, merely says that the
our holy Churches: wickedness would spread everywhere, and Begsian Metropolitan revolted against the Patriarch of Seleucia for
whole world would be upset, the kingdoms of all the earth would beme “unexplained cause.” Dr. Medly¢éand Mr. Mackenzi®
shaken, everywhere would be much woe, everywhere tears.” Thismisrely mention the revolt without drawing any inference whatever
probably all the evidence we have of the existence of a line of Catfrom it.
lic Metropolitans, or Catholici. This letter clearly shows that, when the Catholicos of Seleucia
Let us now turn to the events that affected the Church in Perdiacame Nestorian, the Primate of Persia, true to his religion, refused
The Persian Church had been founded by missionaries fron?Syriany longer to obey a head who had strayed away from the ancient
and its language, discipline and doctrines were, therefore, identi€aith. And the Nestorian Patriarch did not succeed in winning over
with those of the Syrian Church. From the beginning of the fourtie Persian Metropolitan, before the ninth century. Till that time, the
century, it was governed by numerous bishops, and a little later, tkistropolitan, seeing that he had no immediate Catholic superior, ‘re-
episcopate was divided into ecclesiastical provinces governedlieg,” as Day says, ‘on Apostolic succession direct from St. Thomas,’
Metropolitans. The Metropolitan of Persia had suffragans both and continued independent of Seleucia for a century and a half, when
sides of the Persian Gulf and even beyond it in the islands of Socotra,have the first recorded instance of these facts. Day is not quite
Ceylon andpn the Coasts of Malabap® exact when he says that the Metropolitan considered the superior au-
During this time and for some centuries following, the Persidhority ‘unnecessary’. It is more correct to say that he found it inde-
Church suffered severe persecutions. The persecuted Christiansfamslble and opposed to his obligations as a Catholic prelate. And the
even Bishops, at least on two occasions, sought an asylum in Maldbaexplained cause,’ alluded to by Mr. Whitehouse, is to be explained
Sapor Il (310-381) began a cruel persecution of the Christians. byAthe refusal of the Metropolitan to follow his superior in the change
colony of 400 Christians, therefore, left their native land, and in 345 religion. During all this time, then, the Indian Church remained
betook themselves to the hospitable shores of Malankara, where, al@atholic through the Catholic Metropolitans of Persia who had their
with the native Christians, they were permitted to freely practise the@e in Rivardscir.
religion. In the fifth century, as we have seen, the peace of the Per- The Metropolitans of Persia continued independent of Seleucia
sian Church was disturbed by theological disputes. Abouta500 till the time of the Nestorian Patriarch Timoth&ugho resided at
the arms of Nushirvan and his fiercer grandson were assistedBagdad. But in 80@.0. the Metropolitan submitted to the Patriarch,
Nestorian sectaries who still lurked in the native cities of the Eashd Persia thus became Nestorian.
and their zeal was rewarded by the gift of Catholic churches, which But at that time, and long after, there have been faithful Catholic
were, however, soon after recovered by the Emperor Herétlis. bishops, priests and people in Persia, Syria, Mesopotamia, and all the
his treaty with the Persian king Chosroes |, the Emperor Justin@untries affected either by Nestorian or Jacobite heresy, in which the
(518-565A.p.) introduced some conditions which tended to the tglrisdiction was directly exercised by the Patriarch of Seleucia or in-
eration of Catholicism in Persia. In the long contest that raged bedirectly by the Metropolitan of Persiad.Moreover several Nestorian
tween Rome and Persia, the Catholics generally suffered pers&tutiand Jacobite bishops abjured their doctrines and joined the Catholic
as being in sympathy with the Romans who professed the same f&iurch.
gion. Therole of the Persian Kings as persecutors of Christians was In 945, for instance, several Nestorian bishops of Cappadocia,
now played by the Caliphs. In 632 they conquered Persia, captuvkstlia, Persia and both Armenias, joined the Church of Rbine.
Antioch in 698, and for more than two centuries, the persecution lastdd5 there was a union of the Nestorians of Armenia with the Catho-
with only brief intervals. One consequence was that a second colbayChurch’* Mar Timothy, Chaldaean Archbishop of Cyprus- Tarsis,
of oppressed Christians with two Bishops started for Malabar amds received in communion by Pope Eugene IV at the Florentine
reached Quilon in 88@.p. Councif?in 1445. There were other illustrious persons in those parts
We have seen that, when in 49@e Catholicus of Seleucia be-who followed the Catholic Religion. Their names can be found in the
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ponderous volumes of Joseph Asseman, who is very exhaustive modeover, had been seated on the throne of Seleucia only for twenty-
is, on the whole, a reliable authority on the history of the Eastdour years. We cannot believe that within so short a period it could
Church. have been established in India and also destroyed. In any case, there-
Let us close this chapter with an examination of the stateméore, the bishop whom Cosmas met in India could not have been a
that is commonly made even by historians of high standing, that thBkestorian, and there is nothing in the words of Cosmas to show that
have been no Catholic Patriarchs of Seleucia from the time of Babde®iavas one. | am, therefore, at a loss to understand how writers,
to that of Simon Sulaka (1553). Yet a close study of the pageshaging themselves on this passage from Cosmas, maintain that the
Asseman, Le Quien, Guriel and others, and a careful perusal of Maabar Church at this time was Nestorian.
Vatican documents which have been recently searched out by the In a previous section, we have made it clear that the Indian Church
learned Samuel Giamil, Procurator General of the Catholic Chaldaeeas dependent on Persia and that it was the Metropolitan of Persia
Patriarch at the court of Rome, and published in 1902 under the titap consecrated bishops for this Church. We have also shown that
“Genuine Relations between the Apostolic See and the Chaldaeduen the Catholicos of Seleucia became Nestorian ina498the
Patriarchs,” reveals the undeniable fact that, so early as the 8th déetropolitan of Persia refused to obey him and continued in that state
tury forward, there have been Catholic Patriarchs on the throneobfndependence till the time of the Nestorian Patriarch Titmotheus in
Seleucia. 800 A.p. All this time the Indian Church practised the Catholic reli-
Joseph Guriel, who has composed a “Catalogue of Chaldagan and was obedient to the Catholic Metropolitans of Persia. But
Patriarchs,” says, “Historians assert that Marimme, who sat on thieat was the condition of the Indian Church after 840? The
throne of Seleucia for four years (758-762), abjured Nestorianism aanmon answer to this question is that till the beginning of the 17th
joined the Roman communion during the Pontificate of Stepheff Ill.tentury this Church was Nestorian. We have, however, strong grounds
In 1226, Mar Sabar Jesu V, the Patriarch of the Chaldaeans, sentchaoubt the validity and accuracy of this answer.
profession of faith to Rome through his vicar Ara. It was also signed After 800A.p., it would appear that the Indian Church broke off
by the Archbishop of Nisbis, two other Archbishops, and three Bists communion with the Metropolitan of Persia who had now become
ops. This interesting document may be read in Gi&nlit. 1247, Mar Nestorian, and indeed with the Eastern Church altogether till 1490.
Makika Il requested communion with Rome and sent his professibmere seems to be only one instance of intercourse during this time
of faith through his legate Andreas to Pope Innocerit VA 1304, between this Church and the Persian. It was ins880when, as we
Mar Jabalaha Il (1281-1317) sent a letter to Pope Benedict XI, chrave seen, two bishops came to Quilon as a result of persecutions at
taining his profession of faith and requesting reconciliation with ti®me. But after this event, for a period of more than seven centuries,
Catholic Church® From 1490-1599, we shall show elsewhere that alle have no authentic record of the coming here of any bishop from
the Patriarchs of Seleucia were Catholics. Suffice it to note hettee Eastern Church. There seems to be a haze over this period of the
that, at the confirmation of Sulaka as Patriarch of Seleucia in 156&tory of the Indian Church, for the records for the history of this
the Pope Julius Ill declared that the discipline and liturgy of the Syreriod are very meagre. But, in what we possess, we find no mention
ians had already been approved by his predecessors Nicolas | (&&de of any bishop coming to India from the East before 1490. Con-

867), Leo X (1513-1521), and Clement VII (1523-1534). sequently, to understand the real state of the Indian Church during
these “dark ages,” we have to turn to the letters and writings of Mis-

CHAPTER 1. sionaries who have come to India from the beginning of the 14th

The Indian Church from 498 A.D. to 1599 A.D. century onward, and we must understand correctly the significance of

In this chapter we shall investigate the state of the Indian Chutble inscription on the two crosses which have fortunately been pre-
from the close of the fifth century to the beginning of the seveserved to this day.
teenth, and we shall pay special attention to the religion of the bish- Let us then examine the evidence afforded by the bas-relief crosses
ops who have governed this Church. with Pahlavi inscriptions, which are to be seen in the churches at the

The first historical notice of the Indian Church after a NestorigBt. Thomas Mount and at Kottayam. Dr. Burfe#i of opinion that
Catholicos had occupied the see of Seleucia, is given by Cosnias earliest settlements in South India were Persian and that a few
Indicopleustes who visited India in 522. In his “Christian Topog- inscriptions still remain which belong to that period. The most fa-
raphy™ he says:% “We have found the Church not destroyed bmbus of these inscriptions, he says, is the miracle-working cross of
very widely diffused and the whole world filled with the doctrine oft. Thomas at the Mount near Madras. There are two crosses of a
Christ which is being day by day propagated and the Gospel preadsiedlar make which may be seen in the Syrian Church at Kottayam.
over the whole earth. This, as | have seen with my own eyes in m@fihese two crosses the earlier appears to be the one in the south wall
places, |, as a witness of the truth, relate. In the island of Taprobahthe Kottayam Old Church. Judging from the formation of the let-
to the interior Indiadd interiorem Indiarjy where the Indian Ocean ters Dr. Burneftt places this cross and the one at the Mount not later
is, there exists a Christian Church where clegrici) and faithful than the 7th or 8th century. The other cross behind a side altar of the
are found; whether further also | do not know. So also is Male, ssme church, is dated at least two centuries later. Besides a line in
they call it, where the pepper grows. But at Calliana (they call it thi&hlavi, it contains also one in the ordinary Estranghela character.
there is a bishop generally ordained in Persia; similarly also, in the Scholars have given various readings, and consequently various
island which is called Diascoris, situated in the Indian sea, priests mamslations, of the inscriptions around the cross. The inscription on
found who have been ordained in Persia and sent thither.” the cross at the Mount and on the older cross at Kottayam has been

We must remember that at this time Justinian was the Ronthns rendered by Dr. Burn&ll:34 “In punishment by the cross was
Emperor, and that during his reign, to use the words of Gibbon, thie suffering of this one, who is the true Christ, God above and Guide
became difficult to find a church of the Nestorians within the limitsver pure.” Dr. Haug translates it thus:¥“He that believes in the
of the Roman Empire.” and the Nestorians had all been crushedM®Bssiah and in God in the height and also in the Holy Ghost is in the
the penal law® Moreover we have seen that during this time and tigeace of Him who suffered the pain of the Cross.” Dr. West gives a
three centuries following, Persia was Catholic. Hence, bishops il different rendering:-“What freed the true Messiah, the forgiving,
dained in Persia who came to the Indian Church, could not have bienupbraiding from hardship? The crucifixion from the tree and the
Nestorians. Further, from the words of Cosmas, “we have found #reguish of this.”
Church not destroyed, but very widely diffused,” we may infer that he The translation given by Dr. Burnell is generally admitted to be
is speaking of the ancient Faith which, there was a tradition, had bdenbest. It is clear from it that the One who suffered punishment by
long established in India. This, it seems to me, is what he meanstlier cross is the true Christ and God abgi i.e., He had the true
he writes to his brethren at home that the rumour that the anciemman nature and the Divine, and was, therefore, at the time of the
Church was destroyed is not true, and that he has seen this Chargtifixion, both man and God. Now, this belief, as we have seen, is
with his own eyes not destroyed but widely diffused. Nestorianisopposed to Nestorianism, which inculcates that only the man Christ
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suffered. Consequently these bas-relief crosses declare one otdhghom the Pope sent Bishop Jordanus were Catholics.

doctrines of the Catholic Church, and they must have been planted A valuable evidence of the true condition of the Indian Church is
here as monuments of the Catholic Religion by some Persian Cafbahcoming in the year 1348. In that year Pope Clement VI sent the
lic missionaries. This conclusion is confirmed by the fact that tReanciscan Bishop, John de Marignoli, as his legate to these Chris-
Metropolitan of Persia was Catholic at the date attributed to the crodsmss. Marignoli say®:3%“Nor are the Saracens the proprietors of
by Dr. Burnell. pepper, but the Christians of St. Thomas. And these latter are the

The inscription on the later cross at Kottayam has been thus merasters of the public weighing office, from whictlerived as a per-
dered by Dr. Burnéft. Estranghela Syriac :%“Let me not glory exquisite of my office as Pope's legagvery month, a hundred gold
cept in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Pahlavi:¥% “Who is tfenams and a thousand when | left.... So, after a year and four months,
true Messiah and God above and Holy Ghost.” | took leave of the brethren.”

Even taking this translati&has it stands, it is opposed to the  Finding themselves powerful, the Christians chose a king from
doctrines of Nestorianism. For it says that Our Lord Jesus Chrishong themselves, to rule over th&mThe orthodoxy of this dy-
“who is the true Messiah ar@od aboveand Holy Ghost,” suffered nasty is clear from the testimony of Pope Eugene 1V, who, in 1439,
on the cross,e., the Godhead suffered on the cross. Hence it is clesnd to the reigning prince the following lettst “To my most be-
that this bas-relief cross and this inscription could not have been lowed son in Christ, Thomas, the illustrious Emperor of the Indians,
up here by Nestorians. Health and Apostolic Benediction. There has often reached us a con-

The following general remark by Dr. Burnell strongly supportstant rumour thayour Serenity and all who are the subjects of your
not merely the particular view | have drawn from the inscription ddngdom are true Christiarls.
the crosses, but my thesis as a whole. He s&y5We Syrians These two passages clearly prove that the Indian Church at this
(Nestorians and Jacobites) appear to have had very little influetioge was Catholic. In the first instance, it is absurd to believe that the
over the Christians in the West Coast of Southern India, before Bape would send his legate to a Nestorian people, and that they would
16th century; for the early Catholic Missionaries speak generallygl&dly receive him, and pay him monthly, as a perquisite of his office,
Christians of St. Thomé&sand not of Nestorian heretics.” 100 gold fanams, and ten times that sum when he left. In the second,

The next event in the history of the Indian Church is the arrivle Pope styles the Emperor his most beloved son in Christ, and bears
in 880 A.0. of two bishops, Mar Sapor and Mar Prodh. Le Qienwitness to the constant rumour he has heard that the Emperor and all
says that “these bishops were Chaldaeans and had come to Quilersubjects of his kingdom are true Christians.
soon after its foundation. They were men illustrious for their sanctity, The next historical mention of this Christian community is to be
and their memory was held sacred in the Malabar Church. They cfound in the “Travels of Ludovico di Varthem&.”Varthema says in
structed many churches and, during their lifetime, the Christian relB05:34"In this city (Kayenkolam or Quilon) we found so@kris-
gion flourished especially in the kingdom of Diamper.” They led g@ns of those of St. Thoma®me of whom are merchants dwlieve
saintly a life that many churches were dedicated in their name, amdChrist as we do They say that every three years a priest comes
we shall see that Archbishop Menezes changed the names of $hete to baptise them, and that he comes there from Babylon. These
churches, and dedicated them to “All Saints” at the Synod of Diamp@hristians keep Lent longer than we do, but they keep Easter like
for the only reason that they came from Babylon. There is, moreowenselves, and they all observe the same solemnities that we do. But
not a shred of evidence to prove that they were Nestdfians. they say Mass like the Greeks.” It is evident from this that the belief

In the year 1122, we come across a valuable piece of informatiorthe incarnation of Christ that obtained in the Indian Church was
to which, in my opinion, sufficient importance has not been given bye same as that of the Catholic Church to which di Varthema be-
historians. We read in the life of Pope Calixtu® Ih the chronicle of longed. Moreover, it is apparent that this Church observed Lent and
Albericus written in the 13th century, in Le Quitand others, that Easter, but they said Mass in the Syriac Rite. We are informed also
Archbishop Mar John of India, otherwise known as Patriarch of Indlzat the Syrian Church was dependent on Babylon at this time. But
went with his Suffragan Bishops to Constantinople. There, at the cdbe see of Babylon, as we shall show, was governed by a Catholic
of John Il Comnenus, he found the envoys whom Calixtus Il had spreglate. We have, therefore, to conclude that the Indian Church was
to promote the union of the Greek and Roman Churches. The ArClatholic.
bishop went with them to Rome, received gadlium, and exposed Mr. Mackenzie, in his article on ‘Christianity in Travanc8ten
before the Pope and the Cardinals the miracles that were wroughhatofficial State Manual, after discussing the contention that ‘the St.
the tomb of St. Thomas in Mylapore. These facts are well autheftiromas Christians before the arrival of the Portuguese were not
cated, and cannot be denied. If the Indian Church was at this titestorian heretics,” merely admits that it is ‘a possible view which
Nestorian, the Archbishop should have gone to the Catholicoscah be argued.” His most important argument for not giving his full-
Seleucia, or to the Metropolitan of Persia, his immediate superiest support to the contention is ‘the historical fact that they obtained
The very fact that the Archbishop went to Constantinople and to dise bishops from the Patriarch of Babylon, and that the Patriarchs of
tant Rome, points to the fact that he professed the Catholic ReligiBabylon were Nestorians.’
and consequently, the Indian Church of which he was Archbishop or Mar Simon, Patriarch of the East, at the request of the Indian
Patriarch, was also Catholic. Christians, sent them in 1490 two bishops, Mar Thomas and Mar John.

Let us now consider the writings of some missionaries and traar Thomas after a time returned to the Patriarch, leaving Mar John
ellers which throw light on the condition of the Indian Church. Jofaione to administer the Indian Church. On the death of Mar Simon in
of Monte Corvino was the first Latin missionary to visit India. 04502, Mar Elias, his successor consecrated three monks from the
his way to China in 1291 he landed in India. In the two letters h@nastery of St. Eugene under the names of Mar Jaballa, Mar Denha
wrote from China in 1305 and 1306, he says not a word on twed Mar Jacob. These started for India in company with Mar Thomas,
Nestorianism of the Christians of India but merely mentions that “thed found the aged Mar John still living. These are the bishops al-
people persecute much the Christians and all who bear the Chrisiged to by Mr. Mackenzie.
name.” In 1504, these bishops sent a long report to their Patriarch. The

In 1328, Pope John XXII, who was residing at Avignon, consgill report may be read in Gianfil. We take only a few extracts from
crated Jordanus, a Dominican friar, as bishop of QdHlorle was it. “There are here thirty-thousand families common in faith with us,
sent with a Pontifical Bull dated 8th April, 1330 addressed to tlaad they pray God for your prosperity.... Our province in which the
chief of the Nazranes in Quilon. If at that time the Christians @hristians dwell is called Malabar, and has about twenty cities.... In
Quilon were Nestorians or any other congregation except Catholialtthese, Christians live and churches have been built... About twenty
the Pope would not have sent a bishop to them, for we cannot imadineuguese live in the city of Cannanor. When we arrived from Ormuz
a bishop without a diocese which he has to administer, and withai€annanor, we presented ourselves to themtlsatidve were Chris-
people whom he has to govern. We conclude, therefore, that the petiates and explained our condition and ranRhey received us with
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great joy, gave us beautiful garments, and twenty drachmas of gtddbe burnt. “The work of destruction had begun when some Chris-
and for Christ's sake they honoured our journey more than it desentiesh inhabitants of the place came and entreated him to desist, repre-
We remained with therfor two and a half monthsnd they ordered senting that within the city were several churches dedicated to the
us that on a fixed day we also should perform the Holy Mysteridérgin and the Apostles which would be destroyed. The conflagra-
i.e., should offer the Oblation. tion was therefore stoppeéf? This fact, if examined in the light of
They had prepared a proper place for prayer, which they caltéd religious intolerance that was the characteristic note of those days,
the Oratory, and their priests offer sacrifice every day and complptainly shows that the Christians to whom the Portuguese behaved so
the Holy oblation;for that is their custom and rite Whereof on kindly could not have been of any other religious denomination ex-
Nosardel Sundayafter their priests had celebrated, we also wereept their ownj.e., they were Catholics.
admitted and performed the holy sacrifice, and it was greatly pleas- In 1530, John D' Albuguerque who had come to Goa as the first
ing in their eye$® We started thence and arrived among our ChriBortuguese Bishop, sent to Cochin a Franciscan, Father Vincent de
tians who dwell at a distance of eight days from that place.” Lagos, to educate the Syrian Christians. Father Vincent opened a
From this passage in which Mr. Mackenzie seems to find tEeminary for the Syrian youths who wished to study for the priest-
strongest evidence for the Nestorianism of the St. Thomas Christidrsd.
it is not difficult to show that these bishops and the people they report The great missionary St. Francis Xavier set foot on Indian soil
about are Catholics. For it cannot be maintained that the PortugugitbeMay 1542. We are concerned here not with his varied missionary
priests at Cannanor, after they had said Mass, would allow these &ativities, but with some of his letters which prove very clearly that
eign bishops to offer their Oblation on the sacred altar if they wdfeancis Xavier was amply convinced of the orthodoxy of the St. Tho-
Nestorians. How could they, moreover, hear it through and tell tmas Christians.
bishops that they were greatly pleased with the Oblation, unless they In a letter of the 14th January 1549, he writes to St. Ignatius
were perfectly sure that these prelates who were offering the Hblyyolal®%%:“Fra Vincenzo has founded a really fine Seminary where
mysteries in a language unknown to them were Catholic bishopsjoite as many as a hundred native students are maintained and are
an Oriental Rite in communion with Rome, and that, as such, théamed in piety and learning.... He has asked me again and again to
would be nothing objectionable in allowing them the use of the s@ovide a priest of the Society who may teach grammar to the stu-
cred altar and in being present for the Oblation? This must necesdants of the seminary and preach to the inmates and the people on
ily be the explanation since these bishops had made known to $n@days and festivals. There is reason for this, becheasiles the
Portuguese their condition and rank and had remained with themRortuguese inhabitants of the place, there are a great many Chris-
two and a half months%time amply sufficient to detect their heresigns living in sixty villages in the neigbourhoodescended from
if any. Moreover, the fact that Jacob Abuna, who, as we shall see, thase whom St. Thomas made Christialibe students of this semi-
a Catholic bishop praised as such by St. Francis Xavier, was on@arfy are of the highest nobility. In this town (Cranganore) there are
these bishops, leads us to conclude that the four others his compaa-churches, one of St. Thomas, one of St. James. Fra Vincenzo,
ions were also Catholic bishops. And as to Mar John, who was attom | have mentioned, hopes much that you will get each ofdghem
ministering alone the Indian Church when these four bishops camplenary indulgencence a year from the Holy Father, on the feasts of
De Souza says that he lived in the church at Cranganore and thagth&@homas and St. James and the seven days after each. This would
raised to life the sacristan of that Church who had died from a fdlé to increase the piety of the nativegio are descended from the
Francis Roz.u., Archbishop of Angamale for a short time, read thisonverts of St. Thomas and are generally calledstians of St. Tho-
event in an old Chaldaean manusc¥pit would further be noticed mas”
that, in this report submitted by the bishops, there is nothing to show After an interval of only fourteen days Francis Xavier wrote to
that either they or the people were Nestorians. Hence this caten&aiher Simon Rodriguez a smilar le®é#4“There (at Cranganore)
testimonies forces us to conclude that these bishops, the peoplthéce is a fine college which was built by Fra Vincenzo, the compan-
whom they came, as well as the Patriarch who sent them, wereaallof the Bishop, where as many as a hundred youths, children of the
Catholics. native Christians, who are called Christians of St. Thomas, are edu-
It was only on Vasco-de-Gama's second voyage to India in 15f#ed; for there are sixty villages of these Christians of St. Thomas
that the Christian community in Malabar came under his persomabund the town, and from them the students | speak of are derived.
observation. The interview he had with the Christians may be givdhCranganore there are two churches: one of St. Thomas, which is
in the words of the “Asia Portugué®&¥ “Here (at Cochin) Don very piously frequented by the Christians of St. Thomas and another
Vasco received ambassadors who said they came from some ChbfisSt. James adjoining the college. Fra Vincenzo wishes very much
tian inhabitants of that neigbouring country the metropolis wherebft indulgences should be obtainémt both these churchas be a
was Cranganore, and they were to the number of 30,000 that St. omsolation for these Christians and to increase their pi&y.| beg
mas had preached to their forefathers, that they were subject toyihievery much to procure, either through our people at Rome or through
Patriarch of Armenia, that they were infested by the pagiaaisthey the Pontifical Nuncio at Lisbon, a yearly plenary indulgence for each,
knew he was an officer of the most Catholic King of Europe to whbeginning from the Vigil of St. James and the Vigil of St. Thomas
they submitted themselvdslivering into his hands the Rod of Jusrespectively, and lastting for the eight following days. | would have
tice. This rod was red, about the length of a sceptre, ends tipt wvitls indulgence offered only to those who may have duly approached
silver with three bells at the top. They were despatched with hopeshaf Sacraments of Penance and holy commurdad then piously
a powerful assistance.” Another interesting incident given by the saamel devoutly visited these churches at Cranganore.”
author shows that, at this time the Christians had images in their In a lettet® to John Ill of Portugal, dated 26th January 1549,
churches, and so they could not have been Nestorians, for the verfenaacis Xavier makes mention of Mar Jacob, the only one still living
tion of images is strictly forbidden to the Nestorians. The Portuguesfehe five Bishops who had been sent by the Patriarch in 130&. “
were taken to see one of the churches of these Christians. “Inrbe five and forty years that a certain Armenian Bishop, by name
middle was a round chapel of good structure with brass gates; withéitob Abuna, has served God and Your Highness in this country. He
it was the statue of a woman, which, by reason of the darkness, caaild manwho is about aslear to God on account of his virtue and
not be perfectly discovered. The Portuguese looking upon it and dsidinessas he is neglected and despised by Your Highness and in
ing what it was, the Malabars answered aloud and with a joyful revgeneral by all who have any power in India. God thus rewards his
ence, ‘Mary, Mary, Mary,’ and prostrated themselves on the groumgleat deserts Himself, and does not think us worthy of the honour of
Our men did the same judging that to be the image of Our Lady being the instruments whom He uses to console His servants. .....While
were they deceived, for it could be no other, those people many dgeave been writing this, | have seemed to myself to be serving and
before having professed Christianit§*” doing a favour not so much to that pious Bishop as to Your Highness...
In 1504 Suarez de Menezes captured Cranganore and order€aiitat presenyYour Highness is very greatly in want of the goodwill
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and intercession of a man very acceptable to God as.heTikis hood, and always referring to them as the Christians of St. Thomas
Bishop very greatly deserves such treatment on this account if onand never once as Nestorians,¥% all these facts place the orthodoxy
other-thathe has spent much labour in attending to the Christians of these Christians on a very solid basis, and establish in the clearest
St. Thomasand (even) nowet nung in his all but decrepit old age, heterms that these Christians of St. Thomas were Catholics under the
conforms himself most obediently to all the rites and customs of gurisdiction of a Catholic Patriarch who was obedient to Rome.
holy Mother the Roman Church....I would urge Your Highness to write  In 1549, the aged Mar Jacob died, and for the next six years the
it (him a letter) full of all manner of expressions of your favour, eSyrian Church was without a Bishop. Meanwhile some changes were
teem and affection.” taking place in the Patriarchate of Babylon.

These letters of St. Francis Xavier are very important documents On the death of Simon Mamef good memoryin 1551, many
to prove the orthodoxy of the St. Thomas Christians in those days.Chaldaeans, dissatisfied with the custom that had grown up of elect-
the first of the three letters Francis Xavier requests St. Ignatiusirig as Patriarch only candidates of the Bar-mama family, chose John
provide a priest of the society to teach grammar to the students ofSaka, a pious monk, and sent him to Rome. Pope Julius Il conse-
Seminary, and to preach to the people on Sundays and festivals; farrbiged him as Patriarch of the East. He returned home, but was put to
sees the importamble this institution, which was unique in India atdeath by the Turks in 1554. His successor, Ebedjesus, followed his
the time, would play in educating for the priesthood the sons of tmeample, visited Rome, and assisted at the last session of the Council
highest nobility, through whose instrumentality the whole of Malabaf Trent. He consecrated Mar Joseph, a brother of John Sulaka, as
could be converted to the Christian Faith. He asks St. IgnatiusArehbishop of the Syrian Christians on the Malabar Coast.
obtain for each of the churches a plenary indulgence once a year from As a Catholic prelate of the Syrian Rite sent by the Chaldaean
the Holy Father, and that, in order to increase the piety of the natiegriarch, Mar Joseph refused to ordain the students of the seminary
who are descended from the converts of St. Thomas and are caltedranganore who belonged to the Syrian Rite, but who had not been
Christians of St. Thomas. It cannot for a moment be believed thatt&tight the Syriac languad®. This refusal lost him the favour and
Francis would interest himself so much as to write two letters to twarned the ill-will of the Portuguese, who, from that time forward,
different persons to obtain a plenary indulgence¥something foreiggver ceased to persecute him and his successors. Finding no rea-
to the Nestorian or any other faith except the Catholic religion¥feonable grounds to send him out of the country, they had recourse to
the Church of St. Thomas, to increase the piety of these Christianghéfir favourite weapon¥a weapon, as we shall see, so often used
they were not already Catholics. Hence the reasonable deduction,vaitldl such disastrous effects¥ithat the Bishop taught the Nestorian
the one strongly held by St. Francis himself, is that the Church of Istresy. Before long, he was taken to Goa and thence deported to
Thomas was Catholic, and so were all the St. Thomas Christians Wootugal. There he made so favourable an impression on Cardinal
very piously frequented it and sent their sons to the seminary tolx@n Henry and others, that he was naturally sent back to govern his
educated for the priesthood. peoplel” The Portuguese authorities at Goa, however, did not allow

The third letter of St. Francis is also very important. We haveém to proceed to his diocese, but detained him at Bassein.
seen that, of the five Bishops who were in Malabar in 1504, there was, When Mar Joseph was deported to Portugal, the Patriarch, in-
by the year 1540, only one still living, and that was Mar Jacob, formed of these events, immediately sent Mar Abraham as Bishop of
Jacob Abuna. This letter is important as giving Francis Xavier's opihe Syrian Christians. He escaped the vigilance of the ‘argus-eyed
ion of the Faith of this Bishop after he had been acquainted with hemd many-handed’ agents of the Portuguese, by travelling in disguise
for a period of seven years. It should be noted that we have natnd through circuitous roads, and arrived among the Syrian Chris-
shred of document to prove that this Bishop had ever changedtldas. The Portuguese, deeming this a good opportunity to create
religious convictions, or abjured by word of mouth or in writing anglissension and discord in the community and win over one party to
error or heresy he may have so long held; such a document istheir interests, released Mar Joseph from his detention at Bassein and
forthcoming in the writings of even the stoutest upholders of tkent him to his diocese. Soon after, however, Mar Abraham fell into
Nestorianism of the St. Thomas Christians. We are consequently jhsir hands, and was shipped off to Portugal. He managed to escape
tified in asserting that the faith of this Bishop was the same durin@taMozambique, made his way to the Persian Gulf, and presented
course of forty-five years from 1504-1549, that in the interval it hddmself before the Patriarch relating to him his experiences in India.
not undergone any modification whatever, that this was also the Faith was sent to Pope Pius IV, who requested the Patriarch to conse-
of the Bishops, his companions, who started with him and who caenate Mar Abraham as Archbishop of Angamale, and to divide the
jointly submitted the report, and that this was the same Faith as thabfistians of St. Thomas in Malabar between Mar Abraham and Mar
the Patriarch who sent him and his companions, and finally that thisepH®
Faith was exactly the same as that of the thirty-thousand families of Let us first consider the career of Mar Joseph. He prescribed
St. Thomas Christians about whom the report was submitted. Consstments in the Roman style for priests when saying Mass. He in-
quently we see the importance of this letter. Let us examine it careduced the host and wine as used by the Portuguese; whereas the
fully. “It is now five and forty years that a certain Armenian Bishofgyrian priests were till then making use of fermented bread and wine
by name Jacob Abuna, has seniadérvit serves) God and Your High- in accordance with the customs of all Oriental Churches. These inno-
ness in this country. He is dear to God on account of his virtue aaions notwithstanding, the Portuguese accused him a second time
holiness.” St. Francis would not surely have written of this virtuow$ heresy, and on such an unfounded charge, they reported him to
and holy Bishop as serving God for forty-five years, if he had, durif@ardinal Don Henry who placed the case before Pope Pius V, and
this time, been a Nestorian, and he would not have counted thespiested him to empower the Archbishop of Goa to enquire into the
years as spent in the service of God if the Bishop had passed thedoasines of Mar Joseph. In 1567, Mar Joseph attended the First Pro-
a Nestorian heretic. Moreover, it is not likely that Francis Xavieincial Council of Goa, and the charge of heresy being framed against
would have said that a heretic bishop was very dear to God, and wdnifd, he was sent to Portugal and thence to Rome. There, after an
have asked the King of Portugal to earn for himself the intercess@m@mmination by the Pope and Cardinals, they were convinced that the
before God of a heretic Bishop. Further, the Saint himself admits tbaarge of heresy was unfounded. Recognising his great learning,
the holy Bishop conformed himself most obediently to the customigty and other virtues, they resolved to create him a carf@inehen
and rites of the Roman Church. Hence there cannot be two opinibissunexpected and suspicious d&atiut an end to any such project.
on the issue that Mar Jacob was a Catholic Bishop. In 1568, Mar Abraham arrived at Goa with credentials from the

The testimony of orthodoxy which these letters proclaim, saip®pe and the Patriarch, in which the Pope requested the Archbishop
Mr. Mackenzie, cannot be easily explained away. | assert that thek&oa to receive Mar Abraham as a brother. The arrival of Mar
letters, and the whole attitude of St. Francis Xavier andetlty Abraham disconcerted the Portuguese, for it threatened to subvert
missionaries towards these Christians¥atreating them so kindly, peeir designs, and they determined to prevent his return to the coast.
viding them a Seminary for the education of their sons for the priesthe Archbishopthereforetook upon him to declare the Pope's briefs
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to be null and voidas having been obtained under false pretéi¢es things at the insistence of the Portuguese “who were over his head as
and Mar Abraham was confined in the Dominican Convent at G@hammer over an anvil.”
He managed to escape, however, and reached his diocese. In 1578, h&his explanation, Gouvea mistakenly says, was demanded, not
received a summons to attend the Provincial Council of Goa. blethe Catholic but by the Nestorian Patria¢hAnd the statement
refused on the ground that he was responsible only to his Patfarchas been repeated without the slightest modification and without any
and that he had been ill-treated and twice thrown into prison at Gesamination into the details of the issue by Dr. Geddes, and it is to be
To this effect also he induced the Raja of Cochin to write to the'Popdound faithfully reproduced in Hough, and is accepted as a historical
Two years later the Pope wrote to the Archbishop of Goa, requestiagt by Day, Whitehouse and all later historians.
him to “receive kindly our venerable brother the Archbishop of After this warning from the Catholic Patriarch, Mar Abraham
Angamale, and so to contrive that here and elsewhere he may expefirsed in 1590 to ordain the clerical students of the Vaipicotta Semi-
ence your humanity and lov®. The Pope also wrote to the King ofnary!® because he was asked to ordain them according to the Latin
Portugal recommending to his Majesty “the venerable brother the Arétitual. Two years later he refused to attend the Fourth Council of
bishop of Angamale who had been grievously vexed by some p8pa. Thereupon the Portuguese sent unfavourable reports of his con-
sons,” and asking him to “order the Viceroy and Governors of Indiadact to the Pope, accusing him of Nestorian heresy. But Mar Abraham
take steps that he be not oppressed with any iHfry. had now finished his life-work. Peter Jaki, 2 testifies that ‘Mar
For the next fourteen years the relations between Mar Abrahafraham loved the Jesuits, invited the Rector of Vaipicotta to his death-
and the Portuguese were normal, though not very friendly. At tihisd, committed his flock to the care of the Jesuits, and commanded
time three Syrians, Abraham, Joseph and George Raisbander wratk his clergy to obey them and regard the Pope as their own Patri-
valuable letter to the Pope in which they expose the state of the Indiech.’ He died in 1597.
Church left without a sufficient number of Bishops, aeduest the Thus we see that Mar Joseph and Mar Abraham lived and died as
Holy See to send letters to the Patriarch asking him to consecrate fdatholic Bishops, and yet historians have invariably written of them
Bishops for this Church as has been done by the Patriarch from #seNestorian bishops.
very beginning® In 1579, Mar Abraham requested thalium from
the Pope, and there is a Memorandum on the subject in the Vatican CHAPTER IV.
Library” In 1584, Mar Abraham informed the Pope that, in virtue The Synod of Diamper 1599.
of the powers granted him by the Patriarch, he had appointed Arch- We intend in this chapter to point out briefly that some of the
deacon George, Bishop-elect of Palur, to be his coadjutor and sucdesrees of the Synod of Diamper, which have been presumably drawn
sor, and requests the Pope to confirm the appointtfent. up to expose and correct the so-called Nestorian errors of the St. Tho-
In 1578, there arrived on this coast, a Bishop Mar Simon, callintas Christians, as well as the events that preceded the Synod itself,
himself the Metropolitan of the St. Thomas Christians. The best awe the best and most obvious proofs that these Christians were Catho-
thorities are agreed that he was a Nestorian Bishop. He fixed his §esteven before the Synod.
at Caduthuruthi and gathered some adherents. But théettétope In the year 1594, Father Alexius de Menezes, a young man of
Gregory XllI, dated March 1580, sent on the recommendation of Mhirty-five, was appointed Archbishop of Goa. The following year he
Abraham to the Syrian Christians, “to be obedient in the Lord to Manded in Indid* The authenticity of the two Briefs of Clement VI
Abraham, your Archbishop, and @eorge the Bishop of Paluand in by which the Archbishop claimed jurisdiction over the Malabar Church,
sincerity of faith and simplicity of manners, persevere and live in tieevery doubtful. For it is said in one of them that the Pope com-
unity of our Holy Mother, the Chrucf? put an end to any prospectmanded him upon the death of the Archbishop Mar Abraham “to take
the Bishop had of influencing any considerable section of the peogdessession of this Church and bishopric, so as not to suffer any Bishop
As resolved in the third Council of Goa, 1585, he was arrested amdrelate coming from Babylon to enter therein as has hitherto been
sent through Goa to Portugal and thence to Rome. Before his artbstcustom.?®
however, he managed to appoint Jacob, a Syrian Priest, as his Vicar-We have seen, however, that Mar Abraham had informed Pope
General. Mar Jacob followed in the wake of his Superior, taughtegory XIlII that, acting upon the powers he had received from his
Nestorian doctrines, and continued the schism for a space of twédbatriarch, he had appointed Archdeacon George, Bishop-elect of Palur,
more years* to be his coadjutor and successor and had requested the Pope to con-
The Society of Jesus had been allowed by Mar Abraham in 15it# this appointment. That the Pope had granted the request, is clear
to work in his diocese. In 1581 they had opend a college, builfram the fact that His Holiness, when warning the people against Mar
church and set up a printing press in Vaipicotta. Two years laterSanheon, had asked them “to be obedient also to George, the Bishop
their instance, Mar Abraham convoked a diocesan synod in whaghPalur.??® Hence it seems rather strange that the Pope should have
Mass was said in both Syriac and Lafih In 1584, a seminary was now empowered the Archbishop “to take possession of this bishop-
added to the college, and as both Syriac and Latin were taught in ticit without at least informing the Archdeacon of the setting aside of
was much frequented by the sons of the St. Thomas Christians. hisaegitimate and just claims. The opinion that the Archbishop was
letter one of the Jesuit Fathers wrote to the Pope, he praises Narsufficiently authorised by the Pope, is confirmed by the words of
Abraham and Archdeacon George, and suggests the latter as the¢hfit-formef® “that the same was incumbent on us of right¥the said
test man for the administration of the diocese after the death of Mnurch having no chaplain to take care of it during the vacancy of the
Abraham?® see¥.as Metropolitan and Primate of this and all the other Churches
In the Provincial Council of Goa in 1585, Mar Abraham wasf the Indies and the Oriental countries.” He claims tbyoeght the
asked to re-ordain some of the priests he had ordained accordinlylétropolitan and Primate of all the Churches of the Indies and the
the Chaldaean rite, because the Portuguese considered that the Badit. Consequently he does not respect or pay any regard to the time-
nation of priests with the imposition of hands and with ¢hgpty honoured authority and ancient prerogative of the Patriarch of Babylon
chalice and patemvas invalid, whereas this has been the recogniseder the Malabar Church. He throws to the winds the order of Pope
practice of Oriental Churches at all times. Pius®! “to preserve inviolate the jurisdiction of the Patriarch and of
The Council of Goa, in the 7th decree of the 3rd session, hhd Bishops he may appoint over the Indian Church,” and to find some
ordered the translation of the Latin Mass into Syriac for the use of filausible reason for this usurpation, he labours hard to show that he
St. Thomas Christians. Mar Abraham, as we have seen, had, attdbk charge of the Archdiocese, because “it was vacant, and there was
earnest request of the Portuguese, consented to some changes imotlome to take care of it during the vacancy.” How contrary this
ceremonies of the Mass, of ordination, and in the use of unleavestdement is to facts we have seen, for the Bishop of Palur had the
bread and wine of grapes. This he had done without consulting fight of succession. The Archbishop, moreover, knew that both Mar
Patriarch. The Patriarch, therefore, called upon him to submit an Akraham and the Bishop of Palur had applied to the Patriarch for
planation of his conduct. Mar Abraham answered that he did thesether Bishop. In response a Bishop and a Priest were sent. But the
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ever active agents of the Archbishop were so closely watching all flee their lives than pray in Latif¥® Menezes, seeing that on this
ports, that they could not elude their vigilance and were discovereghaint they would not yield, conceded the question. This concession,
Ormuz and sent back. Thus Menezes did his utmost to make theceepled with the fact that there was merely a change of jurisdiction, a
fall vacant, that he might with some justification take possessionsafbstitution of Latin bishops for the Syrian, and not a change of doc-
it. trines, explains what seems to be incomprehensible to Milné*Rae,
Not long after, Archbishop Menezes appointed Father Franaibo says :¥:“History searches in vain for their martyrs, their
Roz, a Spaniard, to administer the Malabar diocese. But this appdifamiltons and Wisharts, their Ridleys and Latimers.”
ment was too glaring a violation of the Archdeacon's claims to be The Archdeacon had an intervigtwith the Archbishop, in which
tamely submitted to by the Syrians. As remarked by Whitehidtisethe former protested that it would be base on his part to desert the
“the community was so thoroughly roused, and so strong was Beriarch who had been from time immemorial the ecclesiastical head
feeling excited, that the Syrians would no longer permit any Latifithe Malabar Church. He agreed, however, to the convocation of a
priest to officiate in their churches.” Toned down by this resistanc®nod, but urged that Menezes, in his tour through the country as a
the Council at Goa became more prudent, and at their instance,ftheign prelate, should abstain from all essentially episcopal acts, as
appointment of Father Roz was cancelled and the Archdeacon tase would be very hurtful to the legitimate claims of the Chaldaean
reinstated in his rights. The historian Hotigls at a loss to under- Patriarch and should confine his ministrations to preaching and bless-
stand how the Council at Goa and the Archbishop, in spite of fing the people.
Pope's orders “that no one should be placed in charge of the dioceseAngamale was to have had the honour of giving its name to the
who was not of the Roman communion,” could appoint the Archdegynod, but for interested motives, Diamper, commonly known as
con. The simple answer is that Archdeacon George was a CathtJdiamperur, within an easy distance of Cochin and its Portuguese
and consequently there was, in this case at least, no violation ofghgison, was finally chosen, and the 20th June was fixed as the aus-
Pope's orders. picious day. We are not concerned here with the details of this his-
After this impolitic move on the part of the Archbishop and thric Synod, which may be read in Gouvea, Geddes, Raulin, Hough
Portuguese, their ultimate object became very plain to the Syriaasd other authors. But we are constrained to make a few observations
They understood that the whole policy of the Portuguese which thlaycertain decrees of the Synod, which clearly attest and confirm the
had been pursuing for more than a century, was to substitute the Lt that the Syrian Church in Malabar was Catholic before the Synod,
Liturgy for the Syriac® and if they succeeded in this attempt, thegnd as regards making it Catholic, the Synod was a “mere fdtce,”
could exercise complete jurisdiction over the Malabar Church, ffar this Church was united to that of Rome through the Catholic Patri-
then the Syrians could no more be subject to the Patriarch of Babydoch of Babylon. The important result of the Synod was that the Por-
who would be of a different rite from theirs. To cloak this ultimatiiguese succeeded in their long-laid scheme of bringing this ancient
object, they put forward the favourite plea that if these people f@hurch under their jurisdiction. The Syrian Christians yielded at last
lowed the Syriac Liturgy and submitted to the jurisdiction of thia this unequal struggle, and at the Synod accepted the jurisdiction of
Chaldaean Patriarch, they might revert to their Nestorian errors.th& Latin Archbishop of Goa, and of the Bishops he might appoint,
lette* dated Dec. 19, 1597, written by the Archbishop himself to tltleus severing their time-honoured connection with Babylon.
Patriarch of Jerusalem who was then at Rome, is our authority for the It must, however, in justice to the Archbishop and to all who had
above statement. “The priests with many people held a meeting angl part in convening the Synod, be admitted that some of its Ses-
took an oath that in case His Holiness appointed a Syrian bishop, thieps and Decrees were very useful and praisewYfthihe Chris-
would obey him, but if he sends a Latin bishop (this is the importdizns were forbidden to sell arrack, to join their Hindu neighbours in
point), they will consider what course they would adopt.” Now, if thihe sham fights which took place in the month of August during the
people, priests and Archdeacon were Nestorians, how could they odeydu festival of Onam; they were not to resort to witches and for-
a Syrian Bishop appointed by the Pope, for the Bishop so appoirtignke-tellers, to consult them about such things as lucky and unlucky
could only be a Catholic Syrian Bishop ? It is evident, therefore, tllays, or to submit at the command of their Hindu rulers to such or-
the people, priests and Archdeacon were all Catholics who wishedi¢als as handling bars of red-hot iron, thrusting the hand into boiling
cling to their Syrian Rite and were ready to submit to a Syrian Catlod; or swimming across a river infested with crocodiles. They were
lic Bishop appointed by the Pope. This conclusion is all the matso prohibited from observing the Nambudhiri custom of the separa-
evident from the remaining part of the sentence, for even if His Hdiien of a mother from both religious and domestic ceremonies for
ness appointed a Latin Bishop, they do not say they will disobey hforty days after the birth of a boy and for eighty days after the birth of
but “will consider what course to adopt,”¥ perhaps petition His Ha-girl.
liness to remove the Latin Bishop and give them one of their own rite. These few salutary reforms, however, were obtained at a very
The letter continues An order must be given to the BisHao isto heavy cost, the cost involved in the loss of a very old Liturgy, and in
be appointedihat he may extinguish little by little the Syrian lanthe substitution of a new rite, the Syro-Malabar Rite, different from
guage which is not natural. His priests should learn the Latin laboth the Chaldaean and Latin Rites, with Syriac as the liturgical lan-
guage, because the Syrian language is the channel through whiclgakge into which parts of the Latin Missal have been translated with
that heresy flows. A good administrator ought to replace Syrian hglditions taken from the old Liturgy, and with certain peculiarities
Latin. Above all, it is most important that the Bishop be a suffraggmeserved from the ancient rite, which, in the minds of the authors of
of this city, as is at present the Bishop of Cochin, his nearest neighbadine’ Synod, did not savour of Nestorianism. The present Syro-Malabar
This is plain and unmistakable language and entirely corroboratesHRite is a sad contrast in its new form, after it had passed through the
conclusion | have arrived at above. ordeal of the Synod, to the former beautiful and ancient Syro-Chaldaean
On February 1st 1599, Archbishop Menezes landed in CochRite, which, according to Dr. Fortesctig;is the first that we find
He at once applied for co-operation from the governor Antonio @@mally drawn up.”
Noronha and the Hindu Raja of Cochin, promising to procure for the Now let us examine some of the decrees of the Synod. Here is an
latter the title of ‘Brother-in-Arms’ of Portug&®® By thus winning extract from the circuld* of Menezes convening the Synod, which
over the civil powers, by threatening to excommunicate the Archdepeaks for itself:3:“We were also moved by the piety of the people,
con, by ordaining a majority of clergy who would zealously lend theand the mercy God had shown them in having preserved so many
valuable aid to the reforms in the Chaldaean Liturgy, and by cajolitjpusand souls in the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, from the time
those already in Holy Orders, and conciliating the chief of the laitihat the Holy Apostle Thomas had preached to them until this day
he prepared them all to listen obsequiously to the decrees whicmbgvithstanding their having lived among so many heathens and been
had already composed for their acceptaficeOne thing, however, scattered in diverse places, their churches and all belonging to them,
they unanimously refused to give up. This was the ancient custontha¥ing been always subject to idolatrous kings and princes and en-
praying in the Syrian tongue, declaring that they would rather sac@mpassed with idols and pagodas, and that without holding any cor-
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respondence with any other Christians before the coming of the Pgpestolic See of Rome. But now this arrangement is altered and the
tuguese into these parts; we being likewise desittwaisthe labours Syrian Church is placed directly under the Pope, who appoints the
of the Holy Apostle, St. Thomas, which still remained among, tharacessary bishops to it, through the Archbishop of Goa. This mean-
should not be lost through want of sound doctrine....did determing of the passage seems to be clear from the words “without expect-
and prepare to go in person to take possession of the said bishoprig"any message” as to whether the Patriarch agrees to the altered
In the same circular, we readyé do, therefore, by virtue of holyconditions or puts in a protest to the Holy See against the deprivation
obedience and upon pain of ex-communication, [latae sententialey the Portuguese of a part of his Patriarchate wherein he had so long
command the Revd. the Archdeacon of this diocese and all the otharcised complete jurisdiction, and “without having any further de-
priests of the same, that shall not be hindered by age or some gpeedence upon the Patriarch of Babylon” whom the people are called
just impediment, to be present at the said town of Diamper, there wifion to condemn, reject and anathematise as being a Nestorian schis-
us to celebrate a diocesan Synod, conformable to the holy canides.. matic and heretic.
do under the same precept and censure command all Christians in all Here | may be permitted to bring together a short list of the
towns and villages of this bishopricto choose four of the most Chaldaean Patriarchs from 1490-1600, with a special view to bring
honourable, conscientious and experienced persons among thewutdhe fact that the Patriarch at the time of the Synod was a Catholic,
come in their name to the said Synod with sufficient powers to amd that the Portuguese were mistaken in styling him a Nestorian. We
prove, sign, confirm and consult in their name, so as to oblige thdmve seen that in 1490 Mar Simon V sent two bishops, and that his
selves thereby to comply with whatsoever shall be determined at shecessor Mar Elias had despatched three more bishops to India. We
Synod.” The impression which a careful reading of these passalyage read the report they submitted to the Patriarch in 1504, in which
and the whole circular leaves on the mind of an impartial personthisy say that they were admitted by the Portuguese to say Mass in
naturally that the Archbishop is calling upon a Catholic people, tieir churches. We have in a previous section established the ortho-
attend the Synod, under the heaviest penalty of the Chvimchthat doxy of these Bishops, and consequently of the two Patriarchs who
of cutting them off from the communion of the Faithful in case argent them to India.
one should willingly absent himself from the Synod. These threats of We may infer that Simon Mama, the predecessor of John Sulaka
ex-communication would otherwise be meaningless. Moreover, thbo ruled the Church about 1550, was a Catholic, because, as can be
Archbishop himself expresses in the plainest language that the Syread in Giamil, the Pope uses the significant and orthodox expression
Christians were Catholics before the Synod, for he says that the méaofygood memory**®when speaking of this Patriarch, and surely there
of God has preserved many thousand souls in the Faith of Jesus Clsisipt a single instance where the Pope has made use of this appella-
from the time of the preaching of the Apostle until this day, and thain when speaking of a schismatic or heretical Bishop or Patriarch.
the labours of the Apostle still remained among them. Hence, on ihereover, one of the five MSS books of the Chaldaean Pontifical in
strength of this assertion, we might declare that the St. Thomas Chhis-Vatican Library was transcribed in Mesopotamia in 1529, with the
tians were Catholics before the Synod of Diamper. translation of some portion from the Latin Pontifical by the Patriarch
But we have still other extracts to be culled from the decreesMér Simon Mama* On these grounds we infer he was a Catholic
the Synod. The fourth decree of the first session contains the folld®atriarch.
ing passagé” “We do admonish and commaatl Christiansas well The orthodoxy of his successor John Sulaka, who assumed the
ecclesiastics as seculars gathered together in this macenfess reins of government in 1551, has not so far been called in question by
their sinswith a true contrition for themand all priests to say Mass, any writer. He visited Rome, and submitted to Pope Julius Il his
and others to receive the Most Holy Sacrament of the, ddegeech- profession of Faith, and received thalium from His Holiness.
ing our Lord with humble and devout prayers for good success to all His successor Mar Ebedje$tsvent to Rome, assisted at the
that shall be treated of in this Synod, to which intent there shall last session of the Council of Trent, and was according to Gi&mil,
two solemn Massesaid in the church every day during the session ohe of the most celebrated Patriarchs of the Catholic Chaldaeans. He
the Synodpne of the Latins to the Holy Spirit, and the other of theent his profession of Faith to Pius IV. For nearly twelve years he
Syrians to our Lady. . . . They shall likewise, Latins as well as Syrruled the destinies of the Eastern Church.
ians, every day after sunset, sing the solemn litanies of the Church He was succeeded by Ahthalla Simon, about whom Mar Elia,
with a commemoration of our Lady, for the good intention of thhe Chaldaean Archbishop of Amed, in a letter to Cardinal Carafa in
Synod.” It goes without saying that Dom Menezes would not a@880, say$z¥.“After the death of Ebedjesus, Mar Ahthalla Simon,
could not allow the Syrian priests to celebrate Mass, and the Syramnold man of holy ways, already Archbishop, was elected Patriarch.
people to receive the Holy Communion, if they were Nestorian hén account of the successive wars that were being waged in his coun-
etics, and especially if, as is asserted, their Taksamtained hereti- try, and as he did not live for more than two years, he was not able to
cal passagesThese recommendations were made on the first daypobcure confirmation from the holy Apostolic See”; and Mar Elia
the Synod, whereas the so-called corrections in the Taksas were nsays that he had been asked by this Patriarch to go to Rome and sup-
only on the third dayin the ninth decree of the third session. It waglicate for thepallium. Besides, Le Quiéff places him in the list of
indispensable to correct the Missals before allowing them to be u&atholic Patriarchs. Joseph Asseman also holds the same view. Hence
in the Mass, in order that the Holy Sacrifice might not be performéte orthodoxy of Mar Simon is established.
with heretical Taksas. Further, if the Syrian Christians were Nestorians, On the death of Mar Simon in 1582, Simon Denha was elected
how could the sacrilegious Masses of their priests, and the unworatriarch in the same year. As he was ruling the Church at the time of
Communions of the people, contribute in the least to the good stime Synod of Diamper, it is very necessary to examine his religious
cess of the Synod ? convictions. Pope Gregory Xlll, who examined his profession of Faith,
Again, in the profession of Faitfiread to the Archdeacon by thewas satisfied with his orthodoxy, and gave himpgh#ium, confirm-
Portuguese, we find:%:“l do also promise, vow and swear to Goding him as Patriarck* Le QuieA® gives him a place among the
this cross and these Holy Gospels, never to receive into this Chu€ettholic Patriarchs, and asserts that, owing to Turkish persecution, he
and Bishopric of the Serra (mountains), any bishop, archbishop, ptednsferred his Patriarchal See to Urumiah in Persia. Ass€ralmo
ate, pastor or governor whatsoevart what shall be immediatelyap places him in the series of Catholic Patriarchs. Githttilasing him-
pointed by the Holy Apostolical See and the Bishop of Ramdethat self on Vatican documents, asserts that Simon Denha was a Catholic.
whomsoever he shall appoint, | will receive and obey as my true pHg- died only in 1600. Hence we see that the Patriarch Mar Simon
tor, without expecting any message or having any further dependeBamnha who was governing the Church in 1599 was a Catholic, and yet
upon the Patriarch of Babyldh It is quite manifest, therefore, thatthe Portuguese had ordered the people to condemn, reject and
the bishops of this Church were till now appointed only indirectly lanathematise him as a Nestorian heretic.
the Pope, they being in the first place immediately and directly ap- Let us make a few more observations on some of the decrees of
pointed by the Patriarch of Babylon who was in communion with tiieis interesting Synod. The fourth dedféef the fifth session re-
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veals one of the chief objects of the authors of the Swindas far the Synod, agreed on all essential doctrines with the Protestant Church.
as possible to substitute the Latin Rite for the Syrian Rite of the Bt saysf “The acts of the Decrees of the Synod of Diamper, and the
Thomas Christians. “The Roman Mass to be translated into Syriacclesiastical books of those peoples, as well as the authority of
Forasmuch as the Syrian Mass$de longfor priests that have a mind Alexius Menezes, Archbishop of Goa, and the testimony of Antony
to celebrate daily, the Synod doth grant licence for the translating@duvea, the Augustinian historian, not to speak of ancient and mod-
the Roman Mass into Syriac, desiring the Rev. Father ozto ern references, all these prove that the Nestorians [so he takes the
undertake the work....... The Synod desires that the bishops of ti&gean Christians to be, on the Synod's showing] admit the same sac-
parts give licence thahe priestsof this diocese having lettersraments as the Protestants; they deny Transubstantiation, hate the
dimissory from their prelateshat do not know how to say Mass inworship of images, ignore the doctrine of Purgatory; do not admit
Latin, may be permitted to say the Syrian Mass in their churches,Gonfession, Communion, Extreme Unction and Matrimony as Sacra-
at least the Roman translated with all its ceremonies into Syriac ments, and lastly refuse obedience to the supreme authority of the
The twenty-fifth decré€ of the eighth session is interesting bePope.”
cause it shows how the bishops of the St. Thomas Christians have The only answer to this attack is to be found in the fact, that
been, without sufficient evidence, called Nestorians by the authordMe#nezes and his associates at the Synod, as | have several times pointed
the Synod. It runs thus:% “It is commonly said that they (the bishapg above, knew little of ancient Oriental Rites and were therefore
Mar Sapor and Mar Prodh) came into these parts and wrought miraat@staken in several of the decrees that were passed at the Synod, or at
and returned afterwards to Babylon, from whence they came, othbis least they were grossly misinformed as to the actual belief and
affirming that they died in Coulan (Quilon), there being nothing wrdustoms of the Syrian Church. And this is no matter for surprise
of them that is authentic, neither does it appear that they were esarsidering the very short time, barely three months, which Menezes
canonised by the Church, but on the contrsinge they came from spent amongst the Syrian Christians. Richard Simon inHigdire
Babylon, there is just cause to suspect they might be hetefite critique de la Creance des nations du LeVgmt 113, strongly up-
last part of this decree gives us the true hint to solve the Nestorianimits the same viel#® He undermines the position of La Croze “by
of the bishops of the Syrian Christians. affirming that Menezes, Gouvea, and the Fathers at Diamper (Patres
The third decre€® of the fifth session condemns a so-calle®iamperienses) err as many times as they attribute these errors to the
Nestorian ceremony in the Mass. This is the wording of the cétestorians.”
emony:¥% “In the Syriac Missals of this episcopate, there is an impi- Asseman, in trying to hold the position of an impartial judge in
ous and sacrilegious rite prescribed; the priest holding the parted tal controversy, says, “I do not pronounce with Simon that the Fa-
of the host in his right hand, dipped in blood as the host is, makesttiers at Diamper were mistakae€eptoyin all the Decrees, neither
sign of the cross with it on the other half of the host placed in tHe I, with La Croze, absolve them from all errors. In fact they blun-
paten, which done, he bends the wet portion of the host with the niaited Hallucinati sun} when they pronounced that many verses had
of the thumb of his right hand under the false idea that the bldmeen corrupted by the Nestorians in the Syriac New Testament; when
would thus penetrate the body and consequently mix the sacred ktbdy ordered that the book of Holy Orders should be condemned in
and blood. This opinion and ceremony is a spontaneous outcoméhaf it did not agree with that of the Latin Rite either in matter or in
the Nestorian heresy and its sectaries who impiously assert that ufidlen; when they held that this was the form of Baptism of the
the species of the bread only the body exists without the sacred bldégstorians ‘N... is baptised and perfected in the name of the Father,
and under the species of wine only blood without the body.” Thed of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost’; when they asserted that the
Syrian Cathanars (priests) are forbidden to perform this ceremonyulsg of the Holy Oil was unknown before in the diocese, and that the
virtue of holy obedience and under penalty of excommunication i@hristians had no knowledge of the Sacrament of Confirmation and
curredipso facto Here it must be noted that this “Nestorian” cerignored the Doctrine of Purgatory. The Fathers at Diamper were mis-
emony in the Mass, and many other observances of the ancient Syaleen also when they ordered that the custom of eating meat on Satur-
Chaldaean Rite, condemned by the Synod as heretical, and forbidieys should be stopped as being a mortal sin, and when they made
to be kept up under pain of excommunication incuipsd factg are unnecessary and useless alterations in the Liturgy, and decreed that
still to be found in the Taksas of the Catholic Syrians of Malabar etsanges should be introduced into the Syrian Rite as regards the Mis-
well as in those of the Catholics of Babylon, both printed at Rorsal, the Altar, the Sacerdotal Vestments, and the matter and form of
with the approbation of the Holy See, and are even to this day tie bread to be used in the Sacrament of the Eucharist. They were
served by them. lIs it not very plain, then, that it was, to say the leattp unnecessarily exacting when they ordained that three Masses
merely inacquaintance on the part of the authors of the Synod véttould be said on Christmas night, that ashes should be distributed
the ancient customs and ceremonies of the Chaldaean Rite, that clams@dh Wednesday, that the sign of the Cross should be made from the
these observances and these ceremonies as a spontaneous outcoightdb the left, and many other customs of this kind which are of no
the Nestorian heresy ? This, it seems to me, is the reason whydtiéat importance even in the Latin Rite. It seems to me that they
Holiness the Pope, in prescribing the Taksas for these Churcheswide mistakenpeccavisse in jujealso in doctrine when they af-
not pay the least regard to the so-called emendations of the Syndimed that a bishop is the only lawfuegitimum et solujnminister
Only once did the authors of the Synod try their hand at alteriafy Confirmation, %a doctrine which is contrary not only to the ex-
and adding certain portions to the Syriac Scriptures, and on that oqrass declaration of the Councils of Florence and of Trent, in which it
sion they have invariably betrayed their unfitness for the task thisydefined that a bishop is not the only absolute, but the ordinary
took upon themselves. Houghsays:¥:“The Syrians did not meritminister of Confirmation, but contrary also to the common practice
the censures fulminated against them, for they were not responsifleoth the Western Church and the Oriental Churches, which some-
for the absence from their testament of important passages to be Soes delegate simple priests to administer this Sacrament.
plied, viz., John viii, 3-11, the second Epistle of St. Peter, the second In these things which | have spoken of the Fathers of Diamper
and third of St. John, the Epistle of Jude, and the Book of Revelaticersed, either because of their ignorance of the Syrian Rite and of other
These identical passages are not to be found in the Syriac copwrafient Oriental Rites, or because of an excessive study of the Roman
Widmanstadius, nor in some very old Greek MSS.” Hence this aeremonials€x nimio in Romanas ceremonias stydmwhich they
tempt once again shows the great mistake which the authors oftthesl by every means to reduce the Syrian Christians. Their intention
Synod made, of ascribing everything that did not tally with the Latin doing so might have been that they thought that the further the
Ritual and Ceremonies to the Nestorianism of the St. Thomas Ch8grian Christians were removed from their ancient Rite which was
tians. mixed with errors, the nearer they would approach Catholic Truth.”
The Decrees of this Synod have supplied the Protestant historian He goes on to add that “the Constitutions drawn up by the Patri-
La Croze with materials in his attack on the Catholic Church. Hechs, the learned disquisitions of the Doctors, and the Liturgical books
tries to show that the Syrian Church, as is evident from the decreemake plain the fact that the ancient Nestorians regarded, as sacra-
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ments, Confirmation, Extreme Unction, Confession and Matrimony; ! Travancore State Manual, Vol. II, pp. 22-123, Trivandrum, 1906.
that they recognised the Body of Christ in the Eucharist, vigorously 1 chyistianity in India, Vol. 1. p. 246, London, 1839.
defended the worship of images, affirmed the primacy of the Roman , . . I
Pontiffs, and lastly they did not dissent from any of the Articles of  -ingerings of Light in a Dark Land, p. 26.
Faith of the Catholic Church, except on that of the Incarnation of the ' Journal of the Asiatic Society, Vol. I, p. 172.
Word.” 14 ately, however, some of them seem to doubt thefabghimann,

It would seem, however, that some of the decrees of the Syrgd “Die Thomas-Legende” and Herbert Thurstan,., in the Catholic
forbade actual Nestorian ceremonies or errors that had crept into Etigyclopaedia, Vol. XIV, Art. “St. Thomas.”
Church; for instance, some of the Taksas contained the names of ;5 P . .-
Nestorius and his sectaries and a few of the books burned by Dom, \f;jlngﬁSgh Asseman, "Bibliotheca Orientalis™ tome 4, pp. 25- 28,
Menezes seem to have been Nestorian books or may have contained ) )
Nestorian errors. Now how are these facts to be explained? The ex- 1€ reasons which Basnage brings forward to show that Thomas the
planation is not to be sought, as we have seen, in maintaining thatifgstlé had not comen(citeriorem neque in ulteriorem Indiam
Syrian Church as a whole was ever Nestorian. The untenablene<gt"talem toﬂ?e?rej.tt.or fa;ttr;]eSt Inc_jla,tar"e gotf Otf ?“Ch \;vgght as cfor|1|npel
such a theory, | hope, | have sufficiently indicated in these pages. tﬁgo glv? gp € tra ||ton ofthe ancients.” Retutation of Basnage follows
real explanation, and the one forced upon me by a special studyr pment by argument.
this period of the history of the Malabar Church, seems to be the '° Christian Researches in Asia, p. 135, London, 1814.
following. 17 Colonel Yule's ‘Marco Polo,’ p. 353, Note. 4. Vol. II. London, 1903.

We have seen that in 1578 a Nestorian Bishop, Mar Simon, came 180p. cit. p.1
to Malabar, remained in these parts for seven years, and that, on his,_ "™ """ ] ] o
deportation by the Portuguese, his Vicar-General Mar Jacob carried - Portuguese Discoveries, Dependencies, and Missions', p.62, Lon-
on the schism for twelve more years. The best authorities are, a 893.
have said, agreed on these facts. Hence, during a period of nearly 2° Medlycott, Op. cit., p.7.
twenty years, Nestorian Taksas, Nestorian books, and with them 21 35ma of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, Jan. 1903.
Nestorian doctrines and ceremonies, speedily spread within the Syr- , .
ian Church, especially as the tenth decree of the fifth session of the ~ OP- Cit., pp. 150-161.
Synod testifies, the Syrian Bishops coming from Babylon were rather 2 Achyutha Menon, ‘The Cochin State Manual,’p. 226, Cochin, 1911.
ignorant and careless. There was thus a very small party of the St. 24 \jge the Catholic Encyclopaedia, “Criticism historical.”
Thomas Christians who had actually become Nestorians. It is very Houah. Ob. cit.. Vol I 8-9
probable that these few Nestorian Syrian Christians were all present ough, &p. cit., Vol 11, pp. ©-9.
at the Synod, because after the Synod we do not even once hear men?° Tome 2, p. 114.
tion made of Nestorians in Malabar. Moreover, their Vicar-General 27 Bjpliotheca Orientalis, tome 4, p. 451.
Jacob d'?q in 1598, so that, e_lt the time of the Synod, they were with- 4 G. Milne Rae, ‘The Syrian Church in India,’ p. VII, London. 1892.
out a religious head. There is therefore, very great probability, that, ]
left without a guide, they all accepted Catholicism at the Synod. Hence, * Ibid., p. 193.
wherever real Nestorian errors are pointed out in the decrees of the * Burneitt in his ‘History of the Reformation,’iii. 306, says of Geddes:-
Synod, they are to be attributed to this small following of Nestoriafide was a learned and wise man. He had a true notion of Popery as a
among the St. Thomas Christians. That this can be the only valaditical combination managed by falsehood and cruelty, to establish a
explanation, is amply proved, | hope, from some of the sessions tewdporal empire in the person of the Popes. All his thoughts and studies
decrees of the Synod which we have examined, and which indicateéte chiefly employed in detecting this.” (Quoted in the T.S. Manual, vol.
the clearest terms that the Syrian Church in Malabar, taken as a whblg; 212.) A man with such views and such an ideal before him can hardly

was ‘Roman’ Catholic before the Synod of Diamper. be considered as a reliable authority.
31 A ‘padiola’ document, dated 20th June, 1799, written and signed at
NOTES : the Church of the Holy Cross, Alleppey, by the representatives of the Syr-
L The Month, August 1912: “Christianity in the Far East.” ian Christian Churches, Jacobite as well as Catholic, has the following

) ) i . . ) , Pbassage:- “While our ancestors were practising the Syro-Chaldaean Rite
The Indian Review, July 1912: “The Syrian Church in Malabar.”  anproved by the Pope, as obedient children of His Holiness, and at a time
3 Mgr. Duchesne: “The Churches separated from Rome,” p.194, Lowhen no Syrian Catholic bishop came to govern us, Mar Alexius, Metro-
don, 1907. politan of Goa, came to Malankara and convoked a Synod at Udiamperur.”
i . This passage shows that the Malabar tradition is that the Church was Catho-
4
Journal of the Asiatic Society, vol. |, p. 171, London, 1835. lic before the Synod.

5 Historia Indiae, lib. 2.p.31, Venice, 1589. 2 Asseman, t. 4, p. 378

. . .
Imperial Gazeteer of India, vol. II, pp.5, 56, Oxford. 1907. 3 George E. Khayyatti, “Syri Orientales seu Chaldoei Nestoriani et
7 Dr. Medlycott, ‘India and the Apostle Thomas,’ London, 1905.  Romanorum Pontificum Primatus,” Rome, 1870, p. 173.

8The miracle is this : St. Thomas found several Nambudhiri Brahmins 34 Joseph Asseman, “Bibliotheca Orientalis,” |, p.341; “Sed et eundem
bathing in a tank. He saw them occasionally throwing up handfuls of v@atholica Religione adversus grassantem Nestorianorum heresim laborasse
ter. He asked them whether they could throw up the water in such a waligt ex ipsiusmet Epistolis quarum exemplar infra subjiciemus.”
to cause the water-drops to stand in mid-air without falling down. They 4
expressed their inability, and promised to follow the religion of the for- Asseman, t.1, p. 446.
eigner if he performed such a supernatural feat. St. Thomas then worked *® Asseman, t. 4, p. 172.

the miracle. 37 Asseman, t. 1, p. 435.

° | am informed that in the Nagara Grantha Variola of the family of 38 samuel Giamil, “Genuinae Relationes inter Sedem Apostolicam et

the Kalathum Nambudhiri in British Malabar the following is written :'Kali ossyriorum Orientalium seu Chaldaeorum Ecclesiam,” p. 11, Rome, 1902.
year 3153 [52a.p.], the foreigner Thomas Sanyasi came to our gramom,

preached there, causing thereby pollution. We, therefore, came away from ~ IPid-, Appendix I, Document lil, p. 4¢ ORDER

that gramom [Palayoor].’ This, | am told, was reported by a member of that  #° Ibid., Doc. xxv., pp. 90-97. THE NAZRANIES
family. | did not see the original, neither could | procure a copy of it. | Ed.Prof.George Menachery
hope some one will investigate how far this is true and whetheatfea For Ordering Please Visit

document is authentic. http:/ /www.indianchristianity.com
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4 “These Christians are indiscriminately called St. Thomas Christoctrinae lumine, quod per Espiscopos veritatis reful get, orbata, et in
tians, Nestorians, Syrians, and sometimes the Malabar Christians of téeebris jacet.”
mountains, by the Portuguese writers of that time and by the subsequentez |iq t.4 p. 424

o . g “Sedes Catholici in urbe Seleucia intra
missionaries from Rome.” Asiatic Researches, vol. VII. p. 362. ‘Accoung@

" ’ sopotamiam erat; Metropolitam vero Persarum, in Rivardscir, ut ex
me Skt. Thomaﬁ C‘_T_”St'ans on the C‘K/IaSt ofIMaIIakl)flr bi’ '; \éVredﬁ Efsﬂ lisdem Jesujabi epistolis colligitur postea Saboschostam (ut videtur,)
ackenzie in the "Travancore State Manual,"vol. II, p. 157, has the folloys g|ata ubi sedisse fertur Gabriel Pesarum Metropolita circa annum 960.”

ing:- “It must be conceded that the epithet Nestorian is loosely used by E3 the |ocation of Rivardscir or Ardashif. G, La Strange, “The Lands of
Portuguese writers, and sometimes denotes a member of the Oriental Chiyighe 1 stern Caliphate,” pp. 80 and 248. Cambridge, 1905
without connoting any idea of heresy.” B ' ' '

. . . . 53 A Parasang is nearly equivalent to 3% miles.
42 Joseph Guriel, “Elementa Linguae Chaldaicae, et Series 9 y€d ¢

Patriarcharum Chaldaeorum,” p. 152, Rome, 1860. %Op. cit., p. 125.
4 Samuel Giamil, Op. cit., p. 542. *0p. cit. p. 43.
4 Hough, vol. I, p. 245. % Op. cit., p. 155.
%5 John Alzog, “Universal Church History,” vol. I. p. 415, Dublin, 1895. ¢ Christianity in Travancore, p. 5.
46 John Alzog, Op. cit., p. 416. %8 Asseman, t.4, p. 438. “Jesujabi Adjabeni aetate Simon Persarum

. hi o f lesiastical Hi Y Q/Ietropolita a Seleuciensis Archiepiscopi seu Patriarchae obedientia se
Lawrence Von Moshiem, "Institutes of Ecclesiastical History”, volpiraxerat. Idem status fuit Christianorum Persarum circa annum 780.
I, pp. 475-476, 478; London, 1895.

Timotheo Patriarchatum Nestorianorum gerente, Metropolitam ii habebant
“Qriens Christianus, tom. I, pp. 1086-87, Paris, 1740. qui se Catholico seu Patriarchae nequaquam subjectum affirmabat.”

“This heresy takes its name from Jacob Baradaeus or Zanzalus, who ¢ Surveying the history of the Eastern Church from the 5th to the 9th
vigorously advocated the Eutychian or Monophysite doctrine on the manturies, Fortescue remarks:- “A very large number of Christians have
ture of Christ. The essence of this doctrine is that, when Christ took lgsfé the union of the Catholic Church; yet we find established throughout
human nature, His flesh, by its union with the Godhead, had been mingle&lEmpire one great corporate body, far greater than all the schismatical
and blended with the Divine nature and absorbed by it. Consequently,¢harches put together, which, in spite of such nicknames as Melkite,
body of Christ was not in substance a human body, but merely appearedytophysite, and so on, is always officially known as the Orthodox Catho-
be so to the external senses. It was, therefore, the Deity who immedidi@lghurch. Throughout this Catholic Church, the Pope reigns as overlord
suffered and was crucified. and chief; it is divided into the five patriarchates and the autocephalous

It is unnecessary for us to enter into the question whether the Ind%ﬂumh of Cyprus.” Adrian Fortescue, ‘The Orthodox Eastern Church,’p.

Church was Jacobite. For no historian of any standing has answered thts -ondon, 1908.

guestion in the affirmative. Moreover, even the recent efforts of certain © Asseman. Op. cit. t.4, pp. 407-410.
Jacobites have not, it seems to me, brought forward any valid arguments 71,4 {4 p. 407

which demand an answer. The only mention of a Jacobite bishop in these e '

parts is made by Francis Daydnd of the Perumalsp. 216), who says 2 Asseman, t. 4, p.410.

that in 696 a Jacobite bishop came to Malabar. But he does not tell us on 72 Joseph Guriel. Op. cit., p. 168
what authority he bases this statement. All historians, however, including -, Obp. cit 1-4. Also Asseman. t4. p.410
Mr. Day, are agreed that the Jacobite Patriarch did not exercise any juris- p.cit., pp. 1-2. Also Asseman, 1.4, p.210.
diction over the Indian Church before 1653 (Asseman, t. 4, p. 461). We see, °Joseph Guriel, p. 188 T " p.411-12,
therefore, that the Indian Church before the Synod of Diamper must have 7ssamuel Giamil, pp. 5-8  *  ” p.412.

been either Nestorian or Catholic. . T .
"Mackenzie, “Christianity in Travancore,” p.92, Trivandrum, 1901.

50 Op cit., tom. 4, p. 91. - . .

o P . P 8 Bibliotheca Veterum Patrum, t.2 liber Ill, pp. 449-450, quoted in
Op. cit., pp, 1086-1087. Giamil, p. 615. “Itis not certain that Cosmas actually visitedia, In his

52 Travancore State Manual, vol. Il, p. 202. later years he entered the monastery of Raithou on the peninsula of Sinai.

. Wi : . TS If it be necessary to su as some investigators assert, that Cosmas

53Paulinus Bartolomeo, “India Orientalis Christiania,” p. 94, Rome, 1794WaS at any timeya Nesﬁ?r?a'sn it would appe%r from his work ‘Christian

% Adrian Fortescue, “The Orthodox Eastern Church”, p. 192, Lonfopography’ that at least towards the close of his life, he returned to the

don, 1907. Orthodox Faith.While an inmate of the monasterpe wrote the Topogra-

S5 4|t is certain from Eusebius (Eccl. History, Bk. IlI, ch.23) that the?hy.” Videthe Catholic Encyclopedia, vol. IV, p. 404. To this may be added
Christian Faith was planted in Persia as early as the Apostolic Churchfe fact that Bernard de Montfaucon ‘the Father of Greek Palaeography,’in
Sozomen, Eccl. History, BK. II, ch. 9, p.63, note 3, London, 1860. his ‘Collectio nova patrum et scriptorum Graecorum’ Paris 1706, is decid-
edly of opinion that Cosmas was a Catholic. Anyhow | only assert that it is
&ill a matter of controversy to what faith Cosmas belonged.

® Gibbon. Op. cit., vol. V, p. 146.
80 Burnell's South Indian Palaeography, p. 57, London, 1878.

8% Indian Anti vol. 1, p. 811.
%% Dr. Giesseler, vol. Il, p. 20. Edinburgh. ndian Antiquary, vo P

82 H
% Dr. Neander (vol. IV, p. 73) gives 486. But Prof. Kurtz, quoted by Iblc_j' Pp- 3_11 316.
Rae (p. 107), has 498. The latter date seems to be more exact, since the **Indian Antiquary, vol. lll, p. 314.
Council of Seleucia, which was assembled soon after the accession of & think that this translation of Dr. Burnell is inexact, for it may mean
Babaeus, is admitted by all to have taken place ins429 that Jesus Christ, who is the true Messiah, or the Second Person of the
61 Joseph Asseman, Op. cit., tome 4, p.27. Trinity, God above, or God the Father, and the Holy Ghost or the Third
W . ..Person of the Trinity,e., the whole Trinity, suffered on the cross. This form
Contra quum per legitimos traductores perque canonum Semitggpejief has not been held by any Christian body in Persia, Syria or Malabar.
donum Dei fluxerit fluatque; en plenus est orbis terrarum episcopisne transation of Dr. Haug is therefore preferable. “Who believes in the
- f B ; o "Wssiah and God above and in the Holy Ghost, is redeemed through the
Atin vestra regione, ex quo ab eccl_ecnastlus ce_lnonlbus de_f|C|st|s, interrupface of Him who bore the cross.” Here it is stated that every one who
est ab Indiae populis sacerdotalis successio; nec India solum quagdgieyes in the Trinity, is redeemed through the grace of the Second Person

mfaritimis regni Persarum fin?bus usque _ad Colon, spatio dupentarum SURf&he Trinity who bore the cross-a doctrine opposed to Nestorianism but
mille parasangarum extenditur sed et ipsa Persarum regio vestra, d"’g@cepted by the Catholic Church.

56Mgr. L. Duchesne, Op. cit., p. 15. The Italics within all the quot
tions in these pages are ours.

57Gibbon, ‘Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,'vol. V, p. 178, Lon. 1898.
58 |bid, vol. V, p. 39.



6.PANJIKARAN THE SYRIAN CHURCH IN MALABAR

1S |id. p. 606. 16 |pid. pp. 85-86.
17 |bid. pp. 74-75. 18 |bid. p. 100.
118 Oriente Conquistado. Vol. Il. pp. 155-156.

“Mas obedecei em 0 Senhor ao vosso Arcebispo Abraham, et a Gorge
ispo de Palur, et permanecey vivendo na pureza da Fe, et Santidade de
ostames, et uniao da santa Madre Igreja.”

120 Giamil. p. 608.

121 Trav. State Manual, vol. Il, p. 169.

122 |hid, p. 170.

123 Giamil, Op. cit., pp. 79-82.

124 Tr, State Manual, vol. Il. p. 171.

125 Tranvancore State Manual, vol. II. p. 171.

% Journal of the Asiatic Society, vol. I, p. 179, London, 1835.
Y P 126 Thesaurus Rerum Indicarum, tome |. p. 614. Coloniae Agrippinae,
% Travancore State Manual, vol. II, p. 147. 1615.

* Translated by Winter Jones, p. 180, Haklyut Society, London, 1863. 127 \jjras Lusitanas no Oriente, by Casmiro Christovao de Nazareth,
% Travancore State Manual, vol. II, p. 60. pp. 87-116, Lisboa, 1894.
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8 Indian Antiquary, vol. lll, p. 311, footnote.

8 “The nation in general are called the St. Thomas Christians. This
is their name in all parts of India, and it imports an antiquity that reaches
far beyond the Eutychians or Nestorians or any other sect.” Claudius
Buchanan, ‘Christian Researches in Asia,’p. 126, London, 1814.

870p. cit. t. 2, coll, 1275. Also Oriente Conquistado, tome 2. p. 11
8 Giamil. Op. cit. pp. 582-584.

8 Rev. Horace K. Mann, “The Lives of the Popes in the Middle Ages,”
pp. 216-220, vol. VIII, London, 1910.

90 Q0p. cit. t. 2. pp. 1276-1277.
1 Milne Rae. Op. cit. p. 193.
92Travancore State Manual, vol. Il, p. 145.

ORDER

970p. cit. pp. 588-596. Also Asseman B.O. t3. pp. 589-92.

% “Et sacerdotes eorum quotidie sacram conficiunt Oblationem et
sacrificant: hic enim est mos et ritus eorum. Quamobrem Dominica die

Nusard-Eil, postqguam sacerdos eorum celebrassct, nos quoque admissi

fuimus et sacrum facimus: et placuit valde oculis eorum.” Giamil, pp, 594-
96.

9% Qriente Conquistado, Vol. Il. p. 114, Lisbon, 1710. “Nesta Igreja de

128 Hough. Op. cit. vol. Il, p.2.
125 Giamil. Op. cit. p. 68.

130 Hough. Op. cit. vol. Il, p. 2.
131 Giamil. Op. cit. p. 72.

132 0p. cit. p. 92.

133 0p. cit. vol. I. p. 301. The same surprise is shared by D’'Orsey, who
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Cranganor houve hum Bispo antes da vinda dos Portugeuzes, chamag@ : “The Archbishop held a meeting at Goa concerning the Syrian Church,
Mar Johanam, (Mar significa Senhor) o qual resuscitou ao sacristao gad the result was that, in spite of the Pope’s orders that none but a Roman

dita Igreja morto de hua queda, como leo em hum livro antigo escristo@gtholic should be appointed, it was deemed expedient to nominate the
mao em Caldeo o lllustrissimo Arcebispo de Angamale D. Francisco Rgghdeacon.” Op. cit. p. 188.

da Companhia de Jesu. 134 Catholic Encyclopaedia, vol. Ill, p. 561, Article : “Chaldaean
1% Manuel de Faria y Sousa, translated by John Stevens t. |, p. @hristians™- “The clergy of Goa tried to annex them (the St. Thomas Chris-
London, 1695. tians) by a process of latinization, and the Jesuits, successors of St. Francis
101 |bid t. I, p. 46. Xavier, followed a similar policy, but with much moderation and practical

. . sense.”
192Francis Day. Op. cit., p. 94.

103 ife and Letters of St. Francis Xavier by Father Coleriggevol.
I, pp. 73-74, London, 1872.

5Travancore State Manual, vol. Il. p. 150 et seq.

136,137 Hough, vol. I. p. 462: “An assembly convened under such cir-
. . ) . cumstances cannot rightly be called a synod, the object of which was al-
"*Life and Letters of St. Francis Xavier by Father Coleridge: vol. I{;ays understood to bg frgely and fully toydiscuss thelecclesiastical affairs
pp. 89-90, London, 1872. of a given province. Whereas nothing was further from the intention of
15 |bid. pp. 82-83. “Quinque et quadraginta jam anni sunt ex quillenezes than to allow of any discussion whatever, having already deter-
episcopus quidam Armenus, nomine Jacobus Abuna, Deo hic et majestated all the matters to be brought before the Assembly, and secured their
tuae inservit. Homo est ex aequo fere Deo carus ob virtutemoencurrence.”

sanctimoniam, etc.” Francis Day. Op. cit. p. 231. ¥ Op. cit. p. 245.
140Whitehouse, Op. cit. p. 101.  **Hough. Op. cit. vol. I. p. 462.
142\Whitehouse Op. cit. pp. 114-115.

143The Orthodox Eastern Church, p. 114.

144 Hough, vol. Il, p. 2. 145 Hough, vol. Il, p. 517.

146 The Syrian Missals (books used in the Mass) are called Taksas.
147 Hough, vol. Il. p. 523.

149 Asseman, Op. cit. t. 4, p. 378.
150 Catholic Encyclopaedia. Article ‘Persia’, pp. 772-773.

151 Giamil, Op. cit. pp. 63-68. Also Asseman, t. |, pp. 536-43.
152 |bid. p. 93. 18 Op. cit. t. 2, 1160-1161.
1% Giamil, Op, cit. pp. 88-97. %5 QOp. cit. t. 2, 1161.

1% Op. cit. t. 3, pp. 720-730. Also t. 1. p. 538, note 1.

157 Op. cit. pp. 93-97. 1% Hough, vol. Il, p. 591.

159 1bid. pp. 656-666. 160 Hough, Vol I, p. 666.
161 Hough, vol. Il, p. 591.

162 Histoire du Christianisme des Indes : pp. 341-42. Quoted by
Asseman t. 4. p. 395.

163 Asseman t. 4. p. 395-396.

1% Travancore State Manual, vol. Il. p. 162.
107 1bid.
108 Giamil. Op. cit. pp. 69-71.

109 “Before Mar Joseph could undertake a new voyage to India, he
died at Rome on the eve of his being made a Cardidalidtic Researches,
vol. VII, p. 373, Calcutta 1801. Oriente Conquistado which is bitterly hos-
tile to this Bishop admits (11.123) that in Rome “they deemed him worthy of
a Cardinal’s hat.”

“Em Roma soube este lobo revestirse de tal forte em pelle de ovelha,
que o julgavao por digno de hum capello de Cardeal.”

110 “The abrupt manner in which Gouvea closes his account of this
bishop, tends to awaken suspicion respecting the causes of his death.”
Hough. Op. cit, vol. I. p. 260.

Uhid. 276.

12 “Mar Abraham complained to the Pope, ‘that the Fathers of the
Society of Jesus and the Latin Portuguese’tried to withdraw him from obe-
dience to the Chaldaean Patriarch, and to persuade him to demand the
pallium directly from the Pope. In this way, they sought to compel him to
conform to the Latin Rite.” Catholic Encyclopaedia, vol. Il Article
‘Chaldaean Christians.’ IV ‘Malabar Christians.’ p. 561.

13 Giamil. Op. cit. pp. 75-76% Ibid. p. 604.

148 Samuel Giamil, p. 24.



The Nazranies
ORDER FORM

To.

The South Asia Research Assistance Services SARAS
1/150, W Bazar, Ollur (North),
Kerala 680 306, India

Please send me copy(s) of The Nazranies (ie the 1st vol. of the Indian Church History Classics)

Enclosed please find full payment US. $ 165.00 per copy by DD. | understand that there will be no postage or

handling charges.

Name

Institution/
Organisation

Desigination

Address

City

State

Pincode

TEL

FAX

E-mail




